Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce Newsletter

Volume II, Number 1
March 1, 2007

P.O. Box 842, 36 Wheeler Street, Rogersville, Alabama 35652

Phone   256-247-9449
rogersville@ainweb.net
Fax 256-247-1777
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES
_________________________________________________________________________________
The next Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce meeting is scheduled for

Friday, March 2, 2007, 8:00 a.m. at River Bend Restaurant
_________________________________________________________________________________

Letter from our President, Gayle Littrell (256 247 5601)ronnielittrell@bellsouth.net
FROM THE PRESIDENT:

We have had a very busy month.  The publicity committee and retail development committees met with the Rogersville Town Council Work Session to propose that the town rent a billboard on Highway 72 in Athens.  Members of the council suggested that we ask for the price of 2 billboards.  At the council meeting on February 12, the council approved the rental of 2 billboards – on Highway 72 and one on Interstate 65 between Cullman and Athens.  The billboards promote Rogersville as a great place to live, shop, eat and fish.  The billboard in Athens is now ready and looks great.  The Town of Rogersville, the Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce, Joe Wheeler Lodge, and wheelerlake.info have all agreed to fund this effort.

The RACC board had a very informative meeting with the Alabama Chamber of Commerce President Ralph Stacy on Wednesday of this week.  He had planned to teach us “Chamber 101”, but he was very complimentary of our efforts thus far saying that we were beyond the “Chamber 101”.  He emphasized that the purpose of chambers is to promote and support businesses in local communities.  Mr. Stacy told us to call him if we need any help along the way.  The board voted to join the state association of chambers for a membership fee of $100 per year.  We look forward to working with the state association and using their influence to promote our local programs.
We want to thank Bama and Barbara Clines of Bama Tax Service for providing the delicious breakfast for our last meeting and the Masonic Lodge for providing the facilities.

Also, we appreciate River Bend Restaurant for providing our breakfast and meeting place for the March meeting.

Committee News   

Beautification Committee
Chairperson:
Shirley Chandler (256 247-0052)

Members:
Anita Roberson, Peggy Vickers, Doris Cosby, Jim Shelton, Ronnie Littrell, Ann Putman


Committee news:  


The committee is making plans for spring cleanup. The Beautification Committee will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, March 6th.
Business Development Committee
Chairman:  David Myers  (256-247-0431)

Members:   Jarvis Brewer, Danny Cook, Lynn Greer, D.C. Thornton, Larry Skipworth, Steve Graham, Morris Lentz

Committee News:

Downtown Renovation

Co-Chairman: Wes Sinyard (256 247 5330) sreflections0202@aol.com
Co-Chairperson: Sandra Belue (256 247 3618) sansebelue@bellsouth.net
Members:  Bob Ingram, Barbara Ingram, Bob Blanks, Frank Patterson, Mayor Chandler, Gayle Littrell, Ethel Mae Leggett.

Committee News:

The committee met and discussed plans for the gazebo area renovation.  We are very excited about this project.   

Retail Development

Chairperson:  Michelle Patterson 

Members:  Sandra Belue, Janice Black, Barbara Clines, Sandra Ferguson, Robbie Knight, Ethel Mae Leggett, Frank Patterson, Susan Patterson, Dawn Smith, Peggy Vickers
Committee News:

The committee voted to support the chambers’ efforts to distribute goody bags to visitors and newcomers in area events by participating in the purchase of attractive black vinyl bags with white lettering with graphics following the town’s advertising theme.  More spaces are available if any business wishes to participate by paying $20 for its name to be printed on the back of the bag.  

This committee is exploring colorful decorations for the town; such as flags, banners, floral baskets, etc. that would tie in with our theme.

We encourage all to participate in this committee.  The next meeting will be at the chamber office on Thursday, March 8, at 8:30 a.m.

Budget & Finance Committee

Chairman:  Bob Murray

Members:  Bama Clines, Shirley Chandler, Willie Kelley, Anita Roberson

Committee News:

The 2006 audit was completed and officially submitted.

Membership Committee


Chairman:  Frank Patterson


Members:  B.J. Tully, Bama and Barbara Clines, Ethel Mae Leggett, Sandra Ferguson, Jane Eady

Committee News:

We are excited about our membership campaign.  As of 2/28/07 we have 124 members.  Thirty-eight of these members owe dues.  We are also working on 21 new potential members.  Our potential membership by mid-March could be as high as 150 members.

Promotions/Events Committee

Chairperson:  Gayle Littrell


Members:  Each special event will have its own committee chairperson.  

Committee News:

Blue Grass Festival

The committee has met twice to organize ideas and volunteers for each of the subcommittees.  The talent line-up is almost complete thanks to Ethelene Haraway’s efforts.  Temporary flyers are being distributed at all area Musical Festivals.  All committees are in the process of planning and organizing their committee members.  Anyone who would like to sign up for a committee, please do so at our meeting on Friday.  Suggestions and comments for this year’s festival or comments on previous festivals are welcome.

Golf Tournament
The golf tournament is scheduled for May 26.  Entry forms will be available at Friday’s meeting and will also be at the chamber office.  The hole sponsorships are open to chamber members first and will be limited to the first 18 paying sponsors @ $75.00 per hole.  
Publicity Committee 

Chairperson: Cathy Cagle
(256 247 0173)
ccagl@aol.com
Members: Marcia Arnold, Jim Cox, Willie Kelley, Brenda Cagle, Pat Shadrick, Devi Harvell, Barry Bedingfield, Susan Patterson
Committee news: 

The Publicity committee has been very busy again this month.  We met on February 2 following the chamber meeting to discuss plans for the upcoming months.  Among the items of interest were:  the billboard on Highway 72 and Interstate 65.  We have placed an ad in the Explore the Shoals magazine (1/4 page for $350).  We plan to meet following the chamber meeting Friday to begin our Blue Grass Festival advertising campaign.  We met with the Florence/Lauderdale Tourism Board to discuss plans for more fishing tournaments in our area.

Visitor and Information Center:

We have lost some of our volunteers for the center.  We really need some more volunteers.  If any of you would like to volunteer to work 4 hours either morning (9-12) or afternoon (1-4), please call Cathy (247-0173) or the chamber office (247-9449).  It is an easy job (answer the phone and greet any visitors).  The more people who volunteer, the less time any one person must work.  Thanks to all of you who have volunteered. 

Whispering Eagle will display her photographs and crafts during the month of March.  Everyone is invited to visit the center and see these beautiful works of art.

We really enjoyed Debra Bradford’s sunset photographs during the month of February. Many of you came by to see them.  We appreciated that also. 

Don’t forget to bring your items for the goody bags to the chamber office Wednesday (March 8), so we can get the bags ready to take to Joe Wheeler on Thursday.  The Clements Baptist Ladies Retreat will be at Joe Wheeler State Park on March 9-10.

 
Newspaper Coverage

Jim Cox continues to provide Chamber Business of the Month coverage as well as full coverage for all the Chamber activities in the East Lauderdale News.  Thanks to Jim, people know all about the Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce and all of its activities!!

Publicity Committee Meeting
The Publicity Committee has a standing committee meeting immediately after every monthly Chamber of Commerce Meeting. The meeting is held in the Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce Visitor’s and Information Center.   Join us!

Web Page

Go to Rogersvillealabama.org or Rogersvillealabama.com and check out the website! 

1) Check to see if your name, address, and phone number are on the chamber membership list!!!   If you have corrections or additions or want events to be added to the calendar, call or email Cathy Cagle (ccagl@aol.com) 247-0173.

2) If you have a website for your business and it is not linked on the Chamber’s website, please call or email Cathy or Marcia_huffman@hotmail.com 256 797 5640 with your website link. 

3) If you would like to help with this effort, please let Marcia know 256 797 5640. 

Youth and Adult Leadership (Education) Committee

Chairperson:  Teresa Garner

Members:  Brenda Cagle, Cathy Cagle

Committee News:

Our committee did not meet this month. 

Chamber Business of the Month 
The Chamber Business of the Month honoree for February was Southern Reflections – Wes Sinyard.

Local Events: 

March 3 - 
VFD fish fry 4-7 p.m. at downtown fire station - $8 per plate

March 9-10– 
Clements Baptist Church Ladies Retreat.  We need goody bags for this event, expect 60-65 ladies.

March 16-17 – Dixon, Tennessee 1st Baptist Ladies Retreat at Joe Wheeler (30 rooms rented).  Need goody bags.

March 23-24 – Ladies Bridge League – 200 ladies.  Need goody bags.
THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN 

EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.

Editor:  Cathy Cagle (256-247-0173)                                       

      ccagl@aol.com
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