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OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES
_________________________________________________________________________________
The next Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce meeting is scheduled for

Friday, May 6, 8:00 a.m. at Joe Wheeler Resort.
_________________________________________________________________________________

Letter from our President, Gayle Littrell (256 247 5601)ronnielittrell@bellsouth.net
FROM THE PRESIDENT:

Hello to every Chamber Member and prospective members also.  April has been a very busy month, and I hope your business was also busy with customers.  When I look back on the calendar, many things are in progress for the Chamber and some have been completed. 

Thank you Cathy Cagle for being responsible for the Information Center while Willie Kelley worked with taxes at H & R Block.   Cathy did a very good job and devoted a lot of her personal time to the Chamber during January through April.  We will miss you and welcome back Willie at the same time.

Many thanks to Superior Bank for providing the delicious breakfast buffet for the April meeting at Joe Wheeler Lodge.  For those who missed hearing Coach Hudspeth at the meeting, you really missed a treat.  Thank you Frankie Patterson for contacting Coach Hudspeth to speak, and to B J Tully for presenting the beautiful wooden UNA Football, carved by the Limestone County Correctional Facility inmates.

The Chamber Board has toured the Elk River Park facility and will be meeting with persons representing the County Commission, Tourism Board and the Tourism Director on Wednesday, May 2nd to discuss establishing the “Gateway to Lauderdale County”.

We feel the park can be a great asset to Rogersville and Lauderdale County when maintained and well cared for.  Future plans include addressing our ideas to the County Commission chairman, TVA, and whomever needed to help refurbish the park area and establish a means of advertising Rogersville and Lauderdale County.

The Bluegrass Committee continues to meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday nights of each month.  At each meeting something new is discussed and approved.  We really want this Bluegrass Festival to be a great success.  Please mark your calendars now for July 19, 20, and 21st.   Many people will be needed to work during those days – YOU!   Flyers and rack cards are available in the Chamber office to pick up.  Your help is needed in getting the information out to everyone.  Word of mouth advertising is the best available.

A BIG THANK YOU to PBS, who donated the roll-off trash receptacles located in Rogersville, for the County wide litter campaign from April 21 through April 28th.   A second bin was delivered on Tuesday due to the first being filled and running over.  Thanks also to Thomas and Doris Marona for overseeing the bin site.  They retrieve any metal materials for selling and also salvage and deliver all good household items to the Salvation Army and Goodwill.

DON’T FORGET---- Friday, May 4, 8:00a.m., at Joe Wheeler Lodge will be the regular monthly meeting.  Frankie and Susan Patterson of PFI will provide breakfast.  SEE YOU THERE!!

Have a great MEMORIAL DAY!                 Gayle

Committee News   

Beautification Committee
Chairperson:
Shirley Chandler (256 247-0052)

Members:
Anita Roberson, Peggy Vickers, Doris Cosby, Jim Shelton, Ronnie Littrell, Ann Putman


Committee news:  


Shirley will be contacting the committee members to plant flowers at the Rogersville Recreation Park Entrance.  The ground has been prepared and is ready for planting.  Also, plans are being made to prepare ground and plant flowers at the “Welcome to Rogersville” sign areas on Highway 72.

Business Development Committee
Chairman:  David Myers  (256-247-0431)

Members:   Jarvis Brewer, Danny Cook, Lynn Greer, D.C. Thornton, Larry Skipworth, Steve Graham, Morris Lentz

Committee News:

The committee met on April 11th upstairs at Superior Bank.  A suggestion was made by Morris Lentz that each member of the committee tour our town and make a list of Rogersville’s facility assets and needed improvements.  The committee also discussed the need for a nursing home or assisted living facility in our area.
Downtown Renovation

Co-Chairman: Wes Sinyard (256 247 5330) sreflections0202@aol.com
Co-Chairperson: Sandra Belue (256 247 3618) sansebelue@bellsouth.net
Members:  Bob Ingram, Barbara Ingram, Bob Blanks, Frank Patterson, Mayor Chandler, Gayle Littrell, Ethel Mae Leggett.

Committee News:

Retail Development
Chairperson:  Michelle Patterson 

Members:  Sandra Belue, Janice Black, Barbara Clines, Sandra Ferguson, Robbie Knight, Ethel Mae Leggett, Frank Patterson, Susan Patterson, Dawn Smith, Peggy Vickers
Committee News:

The committee met on April 12th.  The main objective of this meeting was to discuss recent developments on projects and stay on track to continue on the campaign to promote Rogersville as a shopping destination.  It was decided at the March meeting that we would start to gather information for downtown flags/banners, including design options and pricing.  This was discussed further, as well as different options that could be hung on the bottom and changed out periodically for different seasons and events in town.  Discussion was made of getting an additional sample of the bottom portion of the banners from a different vendor to see if the difference in price would match the quality that we are looking for.  The idea came about to begin thinking about doing a cookbook with great recipes from “Rogersville”.  Michelle Patterson showed all present ideas for a potential beauty pageant. Susan Patterson will get a sample of a banner and an additional changeable bottom portion as well as check on the pricing of each.  Michelle Patterson will go further with details/outline of the pageant to Gayle Littrell and others involved in decision making for the Bluegrass Festival.  We will also start compiling ideas for a possible cookbook.

Budget & Finance Committee

Chairman:  Bob Murray

Members:  Bama Clines, Shirley Chandler, Willie Kelley, Anita Roberson

Committee News:

This committee is currently working on preparing a budget for the Bluegrass Festival.
Membership Committee


Chairman:  Frank Patterson


Members:  B.J. Tully, Bama and Barbara Clines, Ethel Mae Leggett, Sandra Ferguson, Jane Eady

Committee News:

As of May 1, we have 135 members 18 of these have not paid current dues.  We still hope to have 150 members by the end of this year.
Promotions/Events Committee

Chairperson:  Gayle Littrell


Members:  Each special event will have its own committee chairperson.  

Committee News:

Blue Grass Festival

Committees 


Co-chairpersons:  Gayle Littrell and Frank Patterson


Advisory Board:  Jerry McGlocklin, Charles Kerr, Jim Hayes

Core Committee:  Larree Campbell, Ethelene Haraway, Shirley Chandler, Doris Cosby, B.J. Tully, Cathy Cagle, Anita Roberson, Morris Lentz, Barbara Clines, Tom Thompson, Bob Murray.


Food & Drink – Barbara Clines 810-2262


Arts & Crafts – Shirley Chandler 247-0052 (cell 412-0746)

Stage/Talent/Sound – Morris Lentz 247-7274 (412-1936), Gayle Littrell 247-5601 (710-3208), Ethelene Haraway 247-1995 (710-6444)


Grounds & Facilities – Frankie Patterson 247-0927 (366-0924)


Finance – Bob Murray 247-5130 (247-3307)


Publicity – Cathy Cagle 247-0173 (762-3836)


Camping – Anita Roberson 247-5501 (762-7989)


Crowd Control/Safety/Admission/Parking – Doris Cosby 247-0468 (710-6811)


Thursday Night Kick-off – same chairpersons for each committee

Golf Tournament

Some slots are still available.  Contact Bama Clines at 247-2000 or bamaclines@yahoo.com.   

Publicity Committee 

Chairperson: Cathy Cagle
(256 247 0173)
ccagl@aol.com
Members: Marcia Arnold, Jim Cox, Willie Kelley, Brenda Cagle, Pat Shadrick, Devi Harvell, Barry Bedingfield, Susan Patterson
Committee news: 

Our committee met following the meeting on April 6th.  We discussed advertising for the Bluegrass Festival.  We decided to sell ads for the t-shirts.  We will also sell caps.  Marsha made a motion that we purchase a digital camera to use for chamber pictures for our website.  The motion was seconded and all approved.  We will submit this request to the board meeting on May 2nd.

Visitor and Information Center:

Welcome back Willie!  Willie Kelley will again be in charge of the Visitor Center.  We have lost some of our volunteers for the center.  We really need some more volunteers.  If any of you would like to volunteer to work 4 hours either morning (9-12) or afternoon (1-4), please call Willie (247-5342) or the chamber office (247-9449).  It is an easy job (answer the phone and greet any visitors).  The more people who volunteer, the less time any one person must work.  Thanks to all of you who have volunteered. 

Don’t forget to bring your items for the teacher goody bags to the chamber office by Tuesday, May 8th so we can get the bags ready to put in the teacher mailboxes on Thursday.  

 
Newspaper Coverage

Jim Cox continues to provide Chamber Business of the Month coverage as well as full coverage for all the Chamber activities in the East Lauderdale News.  Thanks to Jim, people know all about the Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce and all of its activities!!

Publicity Committee Meeting
The Publicity Committee has a standing committee meeting immediately after every monthly Chamber of Commerce Meeting. The meeting is held in the Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce Visitor’s and Information Center.   Join us!

Web Page

Don’t forget to check out our webpage www.rogersvillealabama.org! 

1) Check to see if your name, address, and phone number are on the chamber membership list!!!   If you have corrections or additions or want events to be added to the calendar, call or email Cathy Cagle (ccagl@aol.com) 247-0173.

2) If you have a website for your business and it is not linked on the Chamber’s website, please call or email Cathy or Marcia_huffman@hotmail.com 256 797 5640 with your website link. 

3) If you would like to help with this effort, please let Marcia know 256 797 5640. 

Youth and Adult Leadership (Education) Committee

Chairperson:  Teresa Garner

Members:  Brenda Cagle, Cathy Cagle, Anita McKee

Committee News:

The committee will be gathering items for the teacher goody bags to be put in teachers’ mailboxes on Thursday, May 10th, during Teacher Appreciation Week.
Chamber Business of the Month 
The Chamber Businessman of the Month honoree for April was Bama Tax Service.

Local Events: 


May 5 – Volunteer Fire Department Fish Fry 4-7 p.m.


May 10 – Teacher Appreciation Day

THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN 

EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.

Editor:  Cathy Cagle (256-247-0173)                                       

      ccagl@aol.com
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