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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES
_________________________________________________________________________________
The next Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce meeting is scheduled for

Friday, August 3, 8 a.m. at The Emma House
(visit their website to get directions)
_________________________________________________________________________________

Letter from our President, Gayle Littrell (256 247 5601)ronnielittrell@bellsouth.net
FROM THE PRESIDENT:


The month of July has mostly been geared to the Bluegrass Festival, with one exception.  On July 2, Frankie and Susan Patterson, Bob Blanks, Patrick Patterson, and I attended a meeting with General Pillsbury at the Florence Conference Center.  The meeting was to celebrate his new assignment  and a farewell from the Shoals area.  General Pillsbury gave a very inspiring speech about Lauderdale County and the Shoals area as to how they will be affected by BRACC.  Most persons (in the know about BRACC) that I have talked with,  say the Rogersville area is very favorable in receiving people to live as well as spin-off industry.  So BRACC looks good for our area.  We must continue to work toward updating and building for the future.  There is so much potential in and around Rogersville that has not been uncovered, and the Chamber can be very instrumental in helping Rogersville benefit from available sources.  If we continue to grow and work together can you imagine what our area will be in five years?


As most of you are aware, the Bluegrass Festival was very successful.  Without each of you giving of your time and working so diligently, the attendees would not have rated the Festival so highly.  Very few problems arose during the actual Festival.  A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who helped in any way.  Supporters and workers are too numerous to name for fear of leaving someone out.  Please know that no matter how you helped, I am grateful.  To be a part of a highly successful endeavor such as this is an honor I will cherish.


Thank you Bama and Barbara Clines for hosting the “Cool Down” party Saturday at your lovely home.  The rain cooled us down, the food was delicious, the hospitality was gracious, and the fellowship abundant.  What more can you ask for?  We missed those of you who could not attend.


Thanks to Hardees for providing breakfast and to the Masonic Lodge for providing the place for the July meeting.   Those blueberry biscuits are out of this world!


As we look to August, plans are made to continue the Elk River Park project.  August 7th the Chamber Board will meet with Mayor Chandler, Joe Addison, Damon Abernathy and possibly others to discuss funding the proposal presented at the last Board work session by Frankie Patterson and Danny Cook.


Friday, August 3rd, the monthly meeting will be at The Emma House.  We appreciate Judith inviting us for breakfast at 8:00a.m.  I’m sure it will be a treat.

Committee News   

Beautification Committee
Chairperson:
Shirley Chandler (256 247-0052)

Members:
Anita Roberson, Peggy Vickers, Doris Cosby, Jim Shelton, Ronnie Littrell, Ann Putman


Committee news:  


The committee will continue to maintain the flower pots downtown and also those in the city park.
Business Development Committee
Chairman:  David Myers  (256-247-0431)

Members:   Jarvis Brewer, Danny Cook, Lynn Greer, D.C. Thornton, Larry Skipworth, Steve Graham, Morris Lentz

Committee News:

Downtown Renovation

Co-Chairman: Wes Sinyard (256 247 5330) sreflections0202@aol.com
Co-Chairperson: Sandra Belue (256 247 3618) sansebelue@bellsouth.net
Members:  Bob Ingram, Barbara Ingram, Bob Blanks, Frank Patterson, Mayor Chandler, Gayle Littrell, Ethel Mae Leggett.

Committee News:

Our Renovations Committee has not met, but we are just enjoying all the renovations going on around us.  The new Cafe Savanna is looking wonderful and they're working like crazy to get opened as soon as possible.  Fat Cats has a new facelift and remodel and Bobby and Joyce are doing a great job feeding us all.

The beautification committee put new flowers in our planters around town and has made them shine and every day people tell me what wonders are being done in Rogersville.  We're seeing more and more people from Athens and Florence, not to mention the vacationers who are delighted with the shops around town.  Just be sure to encourage everyone to keep up the hard work!  It's showing............and have you noticed the Crepe Myrtles around town????  Beautiful! Looking Good!    

Retail Development
Chairperson:  Michelle Patterson 

Members:  Sandra Belue, Janice Black, Barbara Clines, Sandra Ferguson, Robbie Knight, Ethel Mae Leggett, Frank Patterson, Susan Patterson, Dawn Smith, Peggy Vickers
Committee News:


The Retail Development group has been working hard to get the First Saturdays ironed out.  This month we're privileged to have Steve Woody and the Praise Band from First Baptist starting us off at 5:30, then Morris Lentz leading us into our out of town guests, Phillip White and Marlow our hometown guys now living and working in Nashville!

At our meeting last month we talked about our vendors who are coming in to sell their wares.  It was decided that any member of the chamber who wished to will be welcome to set up a booth at First Saturdays free of charge, but beginning in September all others will be charged a $5.00. fee.  

We began tentative plans for the Christmas season, more to share on that later.........but get excited, because we're planning our biggest Christmas Season Ever!!! 
Budget & Finance Committee

Chairman:  Bob Murray

Members:  Bama Clines, Shirley Chandler, Willie Kelley, Anita Roberson

Committee News:

Willie has submitted the Bluegrass Financial Report.  Everyone will get a copy of the finance report at our member meeting.
Membership Committee


Chairman:  Frank Patterson


Members:  B.J. Tully, Bama and Barbara Clines, Ethel Mae Leggett, Sandra Ferguson, Jane Eady

Committee News:


We now have 125 active (paid) members and 15 unpaid members.
Promotions/Events Committee

Chairperson:  Gayle Littrell


Members:  Each special event will have its own committee chairperson.  

Committee News:

Thanks to all who contributed time and money for the Bluegrass Festival.  It was a great success.
Publicity Committee 

Chairperson: Cathy Cagle
(256 247 0173)
ccagl@aol.com
Members: Marcia Arnold, Jim Cox, Willie Kelley, Brenda Cagle, Pat Shadrick, Devi Harvell, Barry Bedingfield, Susan Patterson
Committee news: 

The Publicity Committee met following our member meeting on July 13th.  We made last minute plans for bluegrass advertising, approved the comment sheet to hand out to attendees of the festival, reviewed program of the festival.  We will have 2500 programs printed.
Visitor and Information Center:

Thanks to all of the volunteers who assisted during the Bluegrass Festival selling ice, t-shirts and caps and giving general information to the bluegrass fans.  You did great.  

Willie Kelley
Newspaper Coverage

Special thanks to Jim Cox and East Lauderdale News for all the coverage before and after the Bluegrass Festival.  We had many people who said they heard about the festival through your newspaper.
Publicity Committee Meeting
The Publicity Committee has a standing committee meeting immediately after every monthly Chamber of Commerce Meeting. The meeting is held in the Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce Visitor’s and Information Center.   Join us!

Web Page

Don’t forget to check out our webpage www.rogersvillealabama.org! 

1) Check to see if your name, address, and phone number are on the chamber membership list!!!   If you have corrections or additions or want events to be added to the calendar, call or email Cathy Cagle (ccagl@aol.com) 247-0173.

2) If you have a website for your business and it is not linked on the Chamber’s website, please call or email Cathy or Marcia_huffman@hotmail.com 256 797 5640 with your website link. 

3) If you would like to help with this effort, please let Marcia know 256 797 5640. 

Youth and Adult Leadership (Education) Committee

Chairperson:  Teresa Garner

Members:  Brenda Cagle, Cathy Cagle, Anita McKee

Committee News:

The committee met with Mr. Jay Stetsjkal, Lauderdale County High School Principal, and Mrs. Kelly Joiner, LCHS Assistant Principal on August 1, to discuss plans for chamber and school interaction for this next year.  We plan to help with the teacher cook-out on November 2, help in tutoring students for the spelling bee in the spring, and coordinate a volunteer program for retirees/grandparents, etc. to work with the elementary school on a regular basis. 
Chamber Business of the Month 
The Chamber Businessman of the Month honoree for July was Betty Maloney (Longing for Home).
Local Events: 

August 4 
Fire department fish fry at the fire station.  The event will be held from 4 PM to 7PM.  Fish or Chicken Plates will be served “dine in” or “take out” for $8.00.  Proceeds go to help pay for the fire engine recently purchased by the Rogersville VFD from the City of Florence. 
August 4  
1st Saturday Event, downtown Rogersville, 6-9 p.m.
THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN 

EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.

Editor:  Cathy Cagle (256-247-0173)
ccagl@aol.com
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