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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES
_________________________________________________________________________________
The next Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce meeting is scheduled for

Friday, September 7, 8:00 a.m., at the Rogersville Masonic Lodge
_________________________________________________________________________________

Letter from our President, Gayle Littrell (256 247 5601)ronnielittrell@bellsouth.net
FROM THE PRESIDENT:

The month of August began with a delicious breakfast meeting at The Emma House.  Thank you, Judith, for your gracious southern hospitality.


First Saturday, sponsored by the Retail Committee, was another success.  The large crowd enjoyed good entertainment, vendors, shopping, and visiting with friends and neighbors despite the hot temperature.  Come out and enjoy the next First Saturday on September 1st.  Maybe Café Savanna will be open by September 1st also.


Mayor Chandler called a meeting on August 7th with State Representatives, County Commissioners, Council Members, Chamber Board Members, and State Conservation Department Representatives to discuss the reopening of Elk River Park.  The luncheon meeting at Joe Wheeler was very informative and deemed successful by those in attendance.  Mr. Joe Attison, Dept of Conservation-Wildlife and Fishery Division, assured the group there would be funds available in the 2008 Budget to do most of the needed improvements for updating the park area.  He also suggested we contact the State Department of Recreation for additional funds to restore the picnic area.  The Department of Conservation will enter a contract with the Town of Rogersville to maintain and provide security for the park when improvements are completed.  State architects are scheduled to start work in October on a plan that will later be presented for approval.  We are all anxious to see “The Gateway to Lauderdale County” become a reality.


The Chamber Board met on August 14th to discuss upcoming events through December.  Planned events and dates are listed in the Events Calendar in this Newsletter.  Many workers are needed to help.  Contact a Board member to let them know which event you can work on.  First meeting of Fall Jubilee workers will be Thursday, August 30, 6:30p.m., at the Chamber Office.


Next monthly membership meeting is September 7th at the Rogersville Masonic Lodge, 8:00 a.m.  Hardees breakfast will be provided.  Bring a friend!  Bring another member!  See you there.

                                  Gayle

Committee News   

Beautification Committee
Chairperson:
Shirley Chandler (256 247-0052)

Members:
Anita Roberson, Peggy Vickers, Doris Cosby, Jim Shelton, Ronnie Littrell, Ann Putman


Committee news:  


This committee will meet after the membership meeting on Friday.
Business Development Committee
Chairman:  David Myers  (256-247-0431)

Members:   Jarvis Brewer, Danny Cook, Lynn Greer, D.C. Thornton, Larry Skipworth, Steve Graham, Morris Lentz

Committee News:

No meetings this month.
Downtown Renovation

Co-Chairman: Wes Sinyard (256 247 5330) sreflections0202@aol.com
Co-Chairperson: Sandra Belue (256 247 3618) sansebelue@bellsouth.net
Members:  Bob Ingram, Barbara Ingram, Bob Blanks, Frank Patterson, Mayor Chandler, Gayle Littrell, Ethel Mae Leggett.

Committee News:

We are still in the planning stage for improvements to the downtown gazebo area. 
Retail Development
Chairperson:  Michelle Patterson 

Members:  Sandra Belue, Janice Black, Barbara Clines, Sandra Ferguson, Robbie Knight, Ethel Mae Leggett, Frank Patterson, Susan Patterson, Dawn Smith, Peggy Vickers
Committee News:


On 8/9/07 the Retail Development Committee met and discussed the following:

· First Saturday, and ideas to keep improving it. 

· We discussed a possible fashion show around prom time. 

· We discussed town decorations during the fall jubilee 

· We also discussed further the historical tour downtown in December. 

Budget & Finance Committee

Chairman:  Bob Murray

Members:  Bama Clines, Shirley Chandler, Willie Kelley, Anita Roberson

Committee News:

No meetings this month.
Membership Committee


Chairman:  Frank Patterson


Members:  B.J. Tully, Bama and Barbara Clines, Ethel Mae Leggett, Sandra Ferguson, Jane Eady

Committee News:

We signed up two new members this month.
Nominations Committee

Chairman:  Johnny Masoner


Members:  Danny Cook

Committee News:

The committee met on Friday, August 31 to discuss a preliminary draft of names to be presented to the membership. If any member would like to be considered for office or would like to nominate someone, please contact the committee.
Promotions/Events Committee

Chairperson:  Gayle Littrell


Members:  Each special event will have its own committee chairperson.  

Committee News:

Fall Jubilee

Plans are being made for this event.  An organizational meeting was held on August 30th to discuss planned activities and to assign responsibilities for each area of the event.
Publicity Committee 

Chairperson: Cathy Cagle
(256 247 0173)
ccagl@aol.com
Members: Marcia Arnold, Jim Cox, Willie Kelley, Brenda Cagle, Pat Shadrick, Devi Harvell, Barry Bedingfield, Susan Patterson
Committee news: 

The committee met following our member meeting on August 3, at the chamber office.  We are beginning plans for advertising the Fall Jubilee.  We have a new digital camera now so hopefully we will have some pictures to add to the newsletter and to our website next month.  If any member would like to use the camera for chamber business, come by the chamber office and check it out. There will be a sign-out and sign-in sheet for the camera.

Visitor and Information Center:

Willie still needs more volunteers.  If you can give 3 hours of your time, please call her and volunteer for one shift.  If everyone would just work one shift per month, her calendar would be full.
Newspaper Coverage

Jim Cox continues to provide Chamber Business of the Month coverage as well as full coverage for all the Chamber activities in the East Lauderdale News.  Thanks to Jim, people know all about the Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce and all of its activities!!

Publicity Committee Meeting
The Publicity Committee has a standing committee meeting immediately after every monthly Chamber of Commerce Meeting. The meeting is held in the Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce Visitor’s and Information Center.   Join us!

Web Page

Don’t forget to check out our webpage www.rogersvillealabama.org! 

1) Check to see if your name, address, and phone number are on the chamber membership list!!!   If you have corrections or additions or want events to be added to the calendar, call or email Cathy Cagle (ccagl@aol.com) 247-0173.

2) If you have a website for your business and it is not linked on the Chamber’s website, please call or email Cathy or Marcia_huffman@hotmail.com 256 797 5640 with your website link. 

3) If you would like to help with this effort, please let Marcia know 256 797 5640. 

Youth and Adult Leadership (Education) Committee

Chairperson:  Teresa Garner

Members:  Brenda Cagle, Cathy Cagle, Anita McKee

Committee News:

The committee is meeting Thursday, September 6, at the library.
Chamber Business of the Month 
The Chamber Businessman of the Month honoree for August was Larry Skipworth, Superior Bank.

Local Events: 

September 1 
Fire department fish fry at the fire station.  The event will be held from 4 PM to 7PM.  Fish or Chicken Plates will be served “dine in” or “take out” for $8.00.  Proceeds go to help pay for the fire engine recently purchased by the Rogersville VFD from the City of Florence. 

September 1  
1st Saturday Event, downtown Rogersville, 6-8 p.m.

October 6 – 1st Saturday Event downtown Rogersville and Fire Department Fish Fry
October 27 – Fall Jubilee
November 3 – 1st Saturday and Fire Department Fish Fry
December 1 – Historical Tour of Rogersville in conjunction with the 1st Saturday event

December 7 – Chamber Christmas Party Breakfast 

December 8 – Christmas Parade
THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN 

EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.

Editor:  Cathy Cagle (256-247-0173)
ccagl@aol.com
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