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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES
_________________________________________________________________________________
The next Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce meeting is scheduled for

Friday, December 7, at 7:30 a.m. in the River Room of Joe Wheeler Lodge
_________________________________________________________________________________

Letter from our President, Gayle Littrell (256 247 5601)ronnielittrell@bellsouth.net
The month of November brings thoughts of Thanksgiving.  Thanksgiving reminds us of our many blessings.  We are truly blessed in many different ways; in fact, we experience so many blessings that we tend to forget until reminded.  Ronnie and I were blessed to have a week in November of rest, peaceful quietness, beautiful autumn colors and time to enjoy the outdoors.  While moving at a much slower pace, I spent some time reflecting on activities of the Chamber this year.  For my January article I’ll summarize the accomplishments and activities of 2007.   The list is long and by the end of December, many more will be added.

Thanks to AAA Realty for providing the delicious breakfast for the November meeting at the Rogersville Masonic Hall.  Greg Crow, from the Athens AAA office, attended the meeting.  He shared with us about purchasing the property behind McDonalds and plans to upgrade the building to include several business spaces. 

November 2, 2007 the Chamber sponsored Teacher Appreciation Day at Lauderdale County High School.  Members of the Rogersville Volunteer Fire Department helped with the grilling.  Everyone was very appreciative of the Hamburger and Hot Dog meal served in the commons area.  Each person registered and door prizes were given to names drawn.  Thank you to each business that provided a door prize.  Each one was greatly appreciated by the recipient.

The Retail Committee met several times this month in preparation for the 1st Saturday events on December 1st.  Plans included Historic Tours to the Patterson and Waddell homes, Confederate and Liberty Cemeteries, and the Presbyterian Church, Carriage rides, Yule Log Service, Carolers, and shopping.  Thanks to the Committee for all their hard work along with preparing their businesses for the busy holiday season.  A job well done!

The Board of Directors had a called meeting on November 26th to tour the old Rogersville Police Department building.  The Town Council is providing that building to the Chamber as a permanent home, since a new Town Hall will be built in the near future.  Some renovation is needed before moving, which will probably start in early January.  We look forward to having more space and a better atmosphere for everyone to enjoy.  

The Annual Membership Meeting and Christmas Celebration will be Friday, December 7, 7:30 a.m., in the River Room at Joe Wheeler Lodge.  The breakfast buffet tickets are $10.00 each, available at the Chamber Office.  Please make reservations no later than Wednesday, December 5th.  Our Chamber office volunteers will be honored during the business session.
Committee News   

Beautification Committee
Chairperson:
Shirley Chandler (256 247-0052)

Members:
Anita Roberson, Peggy Vickers, Doris Cosby, Jim Shelton, Ronnie Littrell, Ann Putman


Committee news:  


Beautification awards will be presented this month.
Business Development Committee
Chairman:  David Myers  (256-247-0431)

Members:   Jarvis Brewer, Danny Cook, Lynn Greer, D.C. Thornton, Larry Skipworth, Steve Graham, Morris Lentz

Committee News:

No news this month
Downtown Renovation

Co-Chairman: Wes Sinyard (256 247 5330) sreflections0202@aol.com
Co-Chairperson: Sandra Belue (256 247 3618) sansebelue@bellsouth.net
Members:  Bob Ingram, Barbara Ingram, Bob Blanks, Frank Patterson, Mayor Chandler, Gayle Littrell, Ethel Mae Leggett.

Committee News:


The downtown renovation committee did not meet this month; however we did talk and are planning to get started on the downtown park project after the first of the year. We will be in no rush as there are no events pending; this will give us time to do this project right.

 
There are other projects downtown we are going to address this next year and all may not be glamorous, and will probably go unnoticed ( working on utility's overhead and underground in the new sidewalks) but they will lead to a more present view of downtown.
  
We would like to thank the city for installing the new bulbs in the post lamps downtown.  
Retail Development
Chairperson:  Michelle Patterson 

Members:  Sandra Belue, Janice Black, Barbara Clines, Sandra Ferguson, Robbie Knight, Ethel Mae Leggett, Frank Patterson, Susan Patterson, Dawn Smith, Peggy Vickers
Committee News:

Thanks to everyone for all their hard work on the First Saturdays and especially the Tour of Rogersville last weekend.  It was wonderful, and we'll have something to build on for next year.  2008 is going to be a wonderful year!!!  Get ready!!!  Just a FYI- First Saturdays will be April-Sept next year. The Historic Tour of Rogersville was a great success.  Everyone enjoyed the carriage ride and the bus tours.
Budget & Finance Committee

Chairman:  Bob Murray

Members:  Bama Clines, Shirley Chandler, Willie Kelley, Anita Roberson

Committee News:

No meetings this month.
Membership Committee


Chairman:  Frank Patterson


Members:  B.J. Tully, Bama and Barbara Clines, Ethel Mae Leggett, Sandra Ferguson, Jane Eady

Committee News:

Membership drive for 2008 will begin in January.
Nominations Committee

Chairman:  Johnny Masoner


Members:  Danny Cook, Ethel Mae Leggett, Ronnie Littrell

Committee News:

The slate of officers presented by the committee was approved at the last member meeting.  Members will be voting on a new amendment to our by-laws to increase the number of board members.
Promotions/Events Committee

Chairperson:  Gayle Littrell


Members:  Each special event will have its own committee chairperson.  

Committee News:

Publicity Committee 

Chairperson: Cathy Cagle
(256 247 0173)
ccagl@aol.com
Members: Marcia Arnold, Jim Cox, Willie Kelley, Brenda Cagle, Pat Shadrick, Devi Harvell, Barry Bedingfield, Susan Patterson
Committee news: 

The committee sent out news releases to all area newspapers about the Christmas Parade and the Historical Tour of Rogersville. 

Visitor and Information Center:

Willie still needs more volunteers.  If you can give 3 hours of your time, please call her and volunteer for one shift.  If everyone would just work one shift per month, her calendar would be full.
Newspaper Coverage

Jim Cox continues to provide Chamber Business of the Month coverage as well as full coverage for all the Chamber activities in the East Lauderdale News.  Thanks to Jim, people know all about the Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce and all of its activities!!

Publicity Committee Meeting
The Publicity Committee has a standing committee meeting immediately after every monthly Chamber of Commerce Meeting. The meeting is held in the Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce Visitor’s and Information Center.   Join us!

Web Page

Don’t forget to check out our webpage www.rogersvillealabama.org! 

1) Check to see if your name, address, and phone number are on the chamber membership list!!!   If you have corrections or additions or want events to be added to the calendar, call or email Cathy Cagle (ccagl@aol.com) 247-0173.

2) If you have a website for your business and it is not linked on the Chamber’s website, please call or email Cathy or Marcia_huffman@hotmail.com 256 797 5640 with your website link. 

3) If you would like to help with this effort, please let Marcia know 256 797 5640. 

Youth and Adult Leadership (Education) Committee

Chairperson:  Teresa Garner

Members:  Brenda Cagle, Cathy Cagle, Anita McKee

Committee News:


Thanks to all who contributed to the teacher appreciation cookout.  The teachers really enjoyed the food and gifts.
Chamber Business of the Month 
The Chamber Businessperson of the Month honoree for November was Ronnie Littrell.
Local Events: 

December 1 – Historical Tour of Rogersville in conjunction with the 1st Saturday event

December 7 – Chamber Christmas Party Breakfast 

December 8 – Christmas Parade
THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN 

EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.

Editor:  Cathy Cagle (256-247-0173)
ccagl@aol.com
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