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OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES
_________________________________________________________________________________
The next Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce meeting is 

Friday, April 4th, Joe Wheeler Resort with guest speaker Susan Parker
_________________________________________________________________________________
The chamber met on March 7, 2008, at the Rogersville Masonic Lodge.  A big thanks to H&R Block for providing the delicious breakfast.  
The chamber office is now in its new location (the old Police Department building).  If you haven’t come by to visit, please do so.  We owe many people thanks for working so hard to make this come to pass.  Please read next month’s newsletter for a list of those who helped in this effort. 
Committee News   

Beautification Committee
Chairpersons: Shirley Chandler/Anita Roberson

Members:  Doris Cosby, Cathy Cagle, Ronnie Littrell, Ann Putman

Committee news:  Need more volunteers for this committee.  2nd weekend in March is Community Clean-up Day.

Budget Committee


Chairperson:  Bama Clines


Members:  Jennifer Hallmark, Gayle Littrell, Frank Patterson, Willie Kelley

Committee news: The committee recommended an amendment to the By Laws to require a third signature authorization.  The number of people signing the check would remain 2, but when a check is written to the President, Treasurer, or Vice-President, the other 2 will sign the check.
Business Development Committee
Chairperson:. 

Members:  Jim Landers, Ray Eady, David Myers, David O’Connell, Morris Lentz

Committee news:  No meeting this month

Membership Committee


Chairperson:  Larry Skipworth


Members:  Frank Patterson, Gayle Littrell

Committee news:  The committee is working to collect membership dues for 2008.

Publicity Committee


Chairperson:  Susan Patterson


Members:  Anita McKee, Marsha Arnold, Cathy Cagle, Betty Maloney

Committee news:  The committee met on Wednesday, March 5.  They discussed upcoming events and publicity needed for each.  We are continuing to work on a brochure for Rogersville, goody bags (new color), and we approved placement of an ad in the Explore the Shoals Magazine.  We chose a 1/4 page ad for $350.  We have asked to be considered for a feature article in the Shoals magazine.
Retail Development


Chairperson:  Sandra Belue


Members:  Sandra Ferguson, Maize Leggett, Robbie Knight, Bama Clines, Michelle Patterson, Susan Patterson, Jane Eady

Committee news:  
The Retail Development Committee Meeting was February 7, at Cafe Savanna.  

1. Susan Patterson is working diligently on a brochure for the Rogersville Retail area.  We talked about some of the things we'd like to feature in that brochure.  Restaurants, Places to Shop, Churches and a mini Directory to help travelers find the things they are interested in.

2. We agreed that we would like to sponsor the Miss Bluegrass Beauty Pageant again this year and asked Michelle Patterson for information about that.

3. Michelle had also worked up an event calendar for us showing the events that we have lined up this year.

4. We spoke of our plans for the First Saturday's programs that will begin in April.  The Foodland Shopping Center will be the site for the April First Saturday with Pam's Shoes and Mystical Salon planning this particular event.  

5.  Gayle Littrell spoke to us about the Tourism Committee's plans for this year and about ideas for the 150th anniversary celebration with the historic tour as our 1st Saturday event in June.

6.  Dawn Smith mentioned making up a Coupon Book for the Chamber's goody bags that could be made up with coupons from our participating shops.  It was suggested that we don't put expiration dates on them, so the coupon books can be used for a long period of time without having to totally revamp them each time they're reprinted.

    We're working hard for our town and all our retail businesses and we'd love to have your suggestions and your help.  As always everyone is invited to our Retail Development Meetings.  They are always the next Thursday after our monthly Chamber of Commerce meetings.  We meet at Cafe Savanna at 8:30 am.  You're invited! 

Tourism


Chairperson:  Gayle Littrell


Bluegrass Festival

Members:  Anita Roberson, Doris Cosby, Shirley Chandler, Bama Clines, Betty Maloney, Morris Lentz


Golf Tournament


Members:  Ray Eady, Becky Greer, Morris Lentz


Fall Jubilee

Members:  Sue Henry, John Henry, Susan Oliver, Martha Garrett, Sandra Belue, Morris Lentz


Christmas Parade


Members:  Morris Lentz


Fishing Tournaments


Members:  Barry Bedingfield, Danny Heard

Youth & Adult Leadership

Chairpersons:  Cathy Cagle/Martha Garrett


Members:  Teresa Garner, Brenda Cagle, Martha Garrett, Anita McKee, Betty Maloney, Anita Roberson 

Committee news:  
Plans are to help with Teacher Appreciation Day in May.  The committee will meet with school counselor and principal to determine other needs for the year. 

Chamber Businessperson of the Month for February:  Betty Maloney, Longing for Home

Local Events: 


March 7 – Chamber meeting at Masonic Lodge 


March 22 – Benefit Fishing Tournament for Hemophilia Association
THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN 

EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.
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