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OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES
_________________________________________________________________________________
The next Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce meeting is June 6, 
Superior Bank Conference Room, 8 a.m.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Letter from the President

Heritage Park is ready and being used by our community.  Starting with the National Day of Prayer, conducted May 1, then followed by the May 3rd First Saturday featuring Amber White – the community had these two opportunities to get together to visit with each other while enjoying the weather, music and fun.  The Dedication Service of the park will be Sunday, June 1.  This celebration of the Town of Rogersville’s Sesquicentennial has a theme of “Celebrating our Heritage”.  I hear there are some great surprises in store for this event – don’t miss it!  The park will be the center of Bluegrass Kickoff activities July 17, as we begin to enjoy our 7th Annual Bluegrass Festival on July 18 & 19. 

The Banners purchased by the town are being installed along the town streets on lamp posts and highways on poles.  They reflect the theme being carried out in promotional materials and show the 1858 date of incorporation of the Town of Rogersville.  These attractive displays add a flair to the updates being done we mark this historical year for our town.

Reverend Pat Driskell has done a great job preparing for the Farmers Market, scheduled to open June 14.  The location between Hardees and Heritage Park, on Wheeler Street, will provide a safe, easily accessible place for farmers to showcase locally grown produce and for residents to have access to delicious fresh farm-grown vegetables.

We continue to Welcome New Businesses into our community.  Stanfield’s restaurant featuring steak and Lucy’s, featuring Oriental cuisine make great additions to the eating establishments Rogersville has.  People are making a special trip to Rogersville to try our great restaurants.  

Plan to attend the June 6, Chamber breakfast meeting (8:00 a.m.), sponsored by Superior Bank.  The meeting will be held in the 2nd floor of Superior Bank, on Wheeler Street.  See you there!   

The RACC Golf Tournament will be this May 24.  Sign up to play or sign up to help with the event.  This should be a lot of fun and maybe we will have a “Hole-in-One” Winner!

Remember to promote our town and invite your family and friends to make a special effort to visit and enjoy the events planned.  Offer your service and contribute to the great things happening in Rogersville during 2008.
Frankie Patterson

Committee News:   

Beautification Committee
Chairpersons: Shirley Chandler/Anita Roberson

Members:  Doris Cosby, Cathy Cagle, Ronnie Littrell, Ann Putman

Committee news:  The committee will meet soon to decide what plants to put in the pots in the downtown area.  They will meet on Monday, May 5th, to plant some daylilies at the Rogersville Recreation Park
Budget Committee


Chairperson:  Bama Clines


Members:  Jennifer Hallmark, Gayle Littrell, Frank Patterson, Willie Kelley

Committee news: Everything is progressing well.  Need members to pay dues.
Business Development Committee
Chairperson:. Frank Patterson
Members:  Jim Landers, Ray Eady, David Myers, David O’Connell, Morris Lentz

Committee news:  Frank will be working hard with Jarvis Brewer, William Smith, etc. on business development for our area.
Membership Committee


Chairperson:  Larry Skipworth


Members:  Frank Patterson, Gayle Littrell

Committee news:  We are winding up the membership drive.  REMEMBER TO PAY YOUR DUES IF YOU HAVEN’T!  

Publicity Committee
Chairperson:  Susan Patterson

Members:  Barry Bedingfield, Sandra Belue, Cathy Cagle, Martha Garrett, Wylodean Kelly, Gayle Littrell, Betty Maloney, Anita McKee
Committee news:  

The Publicity Committee urges each of you to promote our State Park.  Use the State Park logo and promote that Rogersville is the Home of Joe Wheeler State Park.  The Park brings a wide variety of people to our area and we want to support their efforts.

The Publicity Committee has been working with the Town on the Florence billboard, which will be installed during May.  We are encouraging residents and visitors in the Shoals and travelers on Hwy. 72 as well to see what “More” Rogersville has to offer.

We are currently working with the Rogersville Sesquicentennial Committee “Celebrating Our Heritage 1858-2008”, the Bluegrass Committee, the Rogersville Brochure, and the Rogersville Farmers’ Market.  This is a busy committee – WE NEED YOUR HELP.  Please join us for meetings.  We meet in the Chamber office on the Tuesday following the Chamber monthly meeting, at 8:30.  Next scheduled meeting is June 10, 8:30 a.m.

Retail Development


Chairperson:  Sandra Belue


Members:  Sandra Ferguson, Maize Leggett, Robbie Knight, Bama Clines, Michelle Patterson, Susan Patterson, Barbara Clines, Peggy Vickers, Dianne Bolton, Donna Burney
Committee news:  
We are just trying to get the word out that Rogersville is here, and anything someone might want can be purchased in Rogersville.
1st Saturday this month featured Amber White and other musicians from Nashville.

Any business not located on Lee Street is welcome to have a booth set up advertising their place of business.

Tourism


Chairperson:  Gayle Littrell

150th Celebration Week June 1-June 7

Events are planned for each night of the week.  There will be a historic tour of Rogersville on Saturday.  On Tuesday and Thursday nights we will have history hour at the library beginning at 6:30 p.m. and two other days at 12:00.  The Heritage Park will be dedicated on Sunday, June 1,  at 2 p.m.  Following the dedication the Tennessee Valley Historical Society will meet for a panel discussion with William Smith (President of the club).  We will have a bag-pipers band (sponsored by Bank Independent).  Local artists will have displays in the Old Studio 2000 building on Lee Street. 
Bluegrass Festival

Members:  Anita Roberson, Doris Cosby, Shirley Chandler, Bama Clines, Betty Maloney, Morris Lentz, Beverly Murrey, Johnny and Sue Henry
The Bluegrass Committee has met twice.  Most of the committee chairpersons have been established, the bands are all booked.  The downtown kickoff will be July 17th.  The festival will start at 1 p.m. on Friday.  The committee looked at the do’s and don’ts from last year and are working on those now.  There will be a work day scheduled with the Civitan Club to begin working on the Rogersville Recreation Park in early May.  Flyers are now available in the chamber office.
Golf Tournament

Chairperson:  Bama Clines

Members:  Ray Eady, Becky Greer, Morris Lentz

Plans are underway for the golf tournament to be held May 24th.  Flyers have been prepared and are available in the chamber office. Registration form is on the flyer.
Youth & Adult Leadership

Chairpersons:  Cathy Cagle/Martha Garrett

Members:  Teresa Garner, Brenda Cagle, Martha Garrett, Anita McKee, Betty Maloney, Anita Roberson 

Committee news:  
We delivered goody bags to teachers on Friday, May 9th. 
Visitor and Information Center:  Thanks to all our volunteers.  Please call Martha Garrett if you or someone you know would be interested in becoming a volunteer.  We need more help!!

Chamber Businessperson of the Month for February:  Bama Tax Service 
Local Events: 


May 12-17 – Clean-up week at Rogersville Recreation Park
May 24th – Golf Tournament 

June 6th – Chamber meeting at Superior Bank

June 7th – 1st Saturday Event and VFD Fish/Chicken Fry
September 6th – 1st Saturday Event will feature “The Midnighters” band from 7 to 9 p.m.

THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN 

EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.

Editor:  Cathy Cagle (256-247-0173)
ccagl@aol.com
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