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OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES
_________________________________________________________________________________
The next Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce meeting is July 11 at the Masonic Lodge
_________________________________________________________________________________
Letter from the President: 
June, 2008 is a great month in the history of Rogersville - we truly did have much to celebrate!

Celebrating our Heritage – The weeklong activities were the culmination of a century and a half of living and progress.  The dedication of Heritage Park, art displays on Wheeler Street, the history tours and brochure, history hours at the library, music in the park – we had it going on!  The people of our town came together, visited, sang, enjoyed and learned.  What a great start to summer in Rogersville.  Gayle Littrell did a wonderful job of planning and coordinating the events and activities.  Thanks to all of you who worked together to give the town a week to remember. 

Farmers’ Marketplace - Brother Pat Driskell worked to make the Farmer’s Marketplace a reality.  The first Saturday had 5 vendors with fresh locally produced fruits and vegetables and the customers were lined up before the opening time of 7:00 a.m. to get first choice at the fresh produce.  This activity will only grow as more produce becomes available and as the word gets out.  The early bird gets the beans!

Cold Valley Water Bottling Company announces Rogersville Facility Plans - Tom Mathis, president of Water for Life, the company that purchased the old “Tennessee Valley Water” facility in Rogersville Industrial Park.  Mayor Harold Chandler, Forest Wright of SEDA and Jarvis Brewer of the Rogersville Industrial Board worked together to finalize a plan of action that smoothed the way for finalization of the recruitment.  Mathis said the facility will produce half-liter and 20-ounce bottles of purified water and artesian well water.  The plant will eventually add production lines to produce gallon and five-gallon size containers.  Production will begin by the end of June or the middle of July.  The plant will open with 6 employees, but will grow over the next few years.

UPCOMING – 7TH ANNUAL BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL:

WE WILL CONTINUE TO CELEBRATE OUR HERITAGE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.  OUR NEXT EVENT IS THE 7TH ANNUAL BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL.  

The Bluegrass Committee under Gayle’s leadership has some great plans for an exciting festival with world-class music, dancing, seminars, jammin’, good “eats” and MORE!  

The Thursday Kickoff downtown will begin with the Junior and Miss Bluegrass Beauty Contest followed by some pickin’ and grinnin’ in the park and on the streets.  Your business may want to sponsor the Winner!
Consider being a sponsor of this year’s Bluegrass Festival.  A letter was mailed June 17, with details.  Get your application back in so you may be included in the advertising.

JULY CHAMBER MEETING DATE MOVED:

The July Meeting will not be the first Friday – we have moved the date since so many are out of town that week.  The next Chamber meeting will be at the Rogersville Masonic Lodge on Friday, July 11, 8:00 a.m.  Contact me if you or your business would like to sponsor a future Chamber meeting.

Committee News:   

Beautification Committee
Chairpersons: Shirley Chandler/Anita Roberson

Members:  Doris Cosby, Cathy Cagle, Ronnie Littrell, Ann Putman

Committee news:  Investar was given the June Beautification Award of the month for businesses.  Flowers have been planted in the downtown area and at the Rogersville Recreation Park.  Please give the flowers a drink of water when needed.
Budget Committee


Chairperson:  Bama Clines


Members:  Jennifer Hallmark, Gayle Littrell, Frank Patterson, Willie Kelley

Committee news: Everything is progressing well.  Need members to pay dues.
Business Development Committee
Chairperson:. Frank Patterson
Members:  Jim Landers, Ray Eady, David Myers, David O’Connell, Morris Lentz

Committee news:  Frank Patterson reported that many things are going with this committee.  New businesses are planning to locate here.  Expect to hear in the next 2 months about the many new things happening.
Membership Committee


Chairperson:  Larry Skipworth


Members:  Frank Patterson, Gayle Littrell

Committee news:  We are winding up the membership drive.  REMEMBER TO PAY YOUR DUES IF YOU HAVEN’T!  

Publicity Committee
Chairperson:  Susan Patterson

Members:  Barry Bedingfield, Sandra Belue, Cathy Cagle, Martha Garrett, Wylodean Kelly, Gayle Littrell, Betty Maloney, Anita McKee
Committee news:  

The t-shirts for the Bluegrass Festival have been ordered.  Thanks to Mary Wallace’s granddaughter Jennifer Bjornseth for designing our logo this year, and also to Gregg Wallace for giving us 11x17 posters advertising the festival.  They both donated these to our chamber.

Sugar Creek has ordered some American flags 3x5 size for July 4th along with wooden poles and wall brackets for businesses to put up.  These are available on a first come first served basis.

All businesses are invited to set up a table during the 1st Saturday event if you are not already on Lee Street.  You can use this for free advertising, etc.  If you are not a chamber member, the cost is $5.

The Bluegrass Festival Kick-off is scheduled for Thursday night, July 17th.  If you would like to set up a table during this time, please contact Beverly Murrey (247-0799) or Betty Maloney (247-0261).

Thanks to everyone for working so hard to keep everything looking good and cleaning up around your areas of business.  So many people have commented on how beautiful our town is and how much they love coming here.  

Retail Development


Chairperson:  Sandra Belue


Members:  Sandra Ferguson, Maize Leggett, Robbie Knight, Bama Clines, Michelle Patterson, Susan Patterson, Barbara Clines, Peggy Vickers, Dianne Bolton, Donna Burney

Committee news:  
Sandra Belue wants to remind everyone not already on Lee Street to set up a table or booth to advertise their business.  This is free to chamber members.

Tourism


Chairperson:  Gayle Littrell

Bluegrass Festival

Members:  Anita Roberson, Doris Cosby, Shirley Chandler, Bama Clines, Betty Maloney, Morris Lentz, Beverly Murrey, Johnny and Sue Henry
Most of the committee chairpersons have been established, the bands are all booked.  The downtown kickoff will be July 17th.  The festival will start at 1 p.m. on Friday.  The committee looked at the do’s and don’ts from last year and are working on those now.  Flyers are now available in the chamber office.  We need volunteers to help with set up on Friday morning.  Please call Gayle if you can work 247-5601.
Golf Tournament

Chairperson:  Bama Clines

Members:  Ray Eady, Becky Greer, Morris Lentz

Thanks to Bama Clines and all his workers for a great golf tournament.
Youth & Adult Leadership

Chairpersons:  Cathy Cagle/Martha Garrett

Members:  Teresa Garner, Brenda Cagle, Martha Garrett, Anita McKee, Betty Maloney, Anita Roberson 

Committee news:  
We delivered goody bags to teachers on Friday, May 9th. 
Visitor and Information Center:  Thanks to all our volunteers.  Please call Martha Garrett if you or someone you know would be interested in becoming a volunteer.  We need more help!!

Chamber Businessperson of the Month for June:  AAA Realty and Auction 
Local Events: 

July 5th – 1st Saturday Event – VFD Fish and Chicken Fry

July 11th – Chamber meeting at Masonic Lodge (8 a.m.)

July 17th – Kick-off for Bluegrass Festival – downtown and at Heritage Park

July 18-19 – Bluegrass Festival at Rogersville Recreation Park

September 6th – 1st Saturday Event will feature “The Midnighters” band from 7 to 9 p.m.

THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN 

EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.

Editor:  Cathy Cagle (256-247-0173)
ccagl@aol.com
PAGE  
2

