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OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES
_________________________________________________________________________________
The next Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce meeting is August 1 at Lady Bugs Fitness Center in Market Square at 8 a.m..
_________________________________________________________________________________
Letter from the President: 

Chamber volunteers came together to put on a great Bluegrass Festival under the very capable leadership of Gayle Littrell.  All the committees worked together under the town’s direction and the festival was a great success.  We had over 2100 people attending the event during the three days.  

Festival Sponsors are to be applauded for underwriting a portion of this great community building event.  

There will be a follow-up meeting on Tuesday, August 5, 2008 at the Rogersville Masonic Lodge.   We will discuss the things that went well and the things that went not so well and come up with suggestions for an even more exciting festival next year.  Each of you is invited to join in the discussion.  All constructive comments are welcome.

· Mary Wallace’s granddaughter, Jennifer Bjournseth, created a wonderful logo for the event and she has offered to begin working on next year’s design.

· The RV Park / campgrounds came together well.  The improvements gave us the ability to have 10 additional spots and lighting for the area.      
· Joe Ferguson worked during the event to keep the electrical supply available to the vendors and the event structures.

· Morris Lentz did a wonderful job with the sound system.

· Many worked on the re-location of the stage, which gave ample seating area for attendees and has created the opportunity for future growth.

· Betty Maloney did a great job with the food vendors and Beverly Murray and Shirley Chandler had some very good craft booths.

· The gate committee did an efficient job and handled the crowd and entry procedures very smoothly.

· The security and town staff did a great job of securing the facilities and keeping the areas clean and neat during the event.

· Thanks to Gayle for an exciting and talented line-up of musicians and for the beautiful stage decorations.  A year of planning and work culminated in a weekend of fun for all.  

· We have heard comments from many of the “Blue Grasser’s” that the Rogersville event should carry on and grow.

· The grounds committee worked hard and did their job very well, during the hot circumstances.

All who participated deserve a round of applause for selfless work in your community.  

The next monthly Chamber meeting will be sponsored by and held at Ladybug’s Fitness in Market Square, Friday, August 1, 2008, 8:00 a.m..  See you there for breakfast and our August meeting.

Frank
Committee News:   

Beautification Committee
Chairpersons: Shirley Chandler/Anita Roberson

Members:  Doris Cosby, Cathy Cagle, Ronnie Littrell, Ann Putman

Committee news:  Thanks to all who worked to make our town beautiful for the Bluegrass Festival.
Budget Committee


Chairperson:  Bama Clines


Members:  Jennifer Hallmark, Gayle Littrell, Frank Patterson, Willie Kelley

Committee news: Final talleys are being made for the Bluegrass Festival event.
Business Development Committee
Chairperson:. Frank Patterson
Members:  Jim Landers, Ray Eady, David Myers, David O’Connell, Morris Lentz

Committee news:  No meeting this month.
Publicity Committee
Chairperson:  Susan Patterson

Members:  Cathy Cagle, Gayle Littrell, Richard Herston, Betty Maloney, Martha Garrett, Sandra Belue, Susan Patterson, Barry Bedingfield, Anita McKee, Mary Wallace, Willie Kelley 
Committee news:  
Thanks to all who worked so hard working with the Bluegrass T-shirts and putting out posters / flyers / signs / banners / to publicize the Bluegrass Festival!  

The next Publicity Meeting (Tuesday August 5, 830 a.m. – Chamber office) will be a busy work session to come up with ideas for publicizing upcoming events for the balance of 2008:

Team Trails Fishing Tournaments

First Saturday – September 6 – Featuring the Midnighters

Fall Jubilee – Chili Cook-off – Car Show

Retail Christmas Open House

Christmas Walk – the day after Thanksgiving

Rogersville Christmas Parade

Please share your ideas with any member of the Publicity Committee and attend the next meeting - we need all the help we can get!!  We want people to continue to say – “Hey – what is going on up there – I keep hearing about Rogersville!”  

We want people to come to Rogersville to eat, play, stay and shop!!  Each tourist and visitor from outside Rogersville means so much to our local economy. Each of you talking positively and promoting our town can be the best advertising our community can have.  

Retail Development


Chairperson:  Sandra Belue


Members:  Sandra Ferguson, Maize Leggett, Robbie Knight, Bama Clines, Michelle Patterson, Susan Patterson, Barbara Clines, Peggy Vickers, Dianne Bolton, Donna Burney

Committee news:  
First Saturdays is going well.  August 2nd we will have 2 groups at the Heritage Park performing.  Second Chance Band with Jim Johnson will be performing from 5-6:30 and Ray McCafferty and band will be performing from 6:30---whenever.

    Shops will be open til 8pm.

    We'd love to see more vendors set up downtown and invite everyone to join us!  Remember booths are free for chamber members, Just 5.00 for everyone else.  Join us if you can!

    In September we have "The Midnighters" scheduled to perform.  We're looking forward to 1st Saturdays in the next couple of months, then working on Fall and Winter...    Our Retail Development group is working on some special promotions in November and December.

Tourism


Chairperson:  Gayle Littrell

Bluegrass Festival

Members:  Anita Roberson, Doris Cosby, Shirley Chandler, Bama Clines, Betty Maloney, Morris Lentz, Beverly Murrey, Barry Bedingfield, Johnny and Sue Henry
July has been very busy preparing for the Bluegrass Festival.  Thanks to all committees and volunteers the Kickoff on Thursday was a success.  Estimated crowd was 400 which is good for a week night and the hot weather.  Very good entertainment by all bands.  Friday and Saturday continued to be successful despite the scorching heat.  Due to moving the stage in the festival area, the crowd seemed lower in number than 2007, however when the counting was completed, approximately 300 more attended this year.  The woods were full of musicians jammin and many others enjoying the good music on stage.  Thanks to our sound man, Morris, the stage music filled the entire park.  I talked with every band and each were very complimentary of our Festival and Rogersville.  Many expressed the desire to return next year.

 

An Evaluation Meeting for the Festival will be Tuesday, August 5, 2008, at the Masonic Lodge.  All persons who worked in any way at the Festival please attend so that the Do's and Don'ts for next year may be recorded.  Each Chairperson is asked to list your positive and negative thoughts for discussion.  Also each person will be allowed to express any concern.

 

August brings the Team Trails Bass Tournament at Joe Wheeler, with a larger tournament to follow in September.  Fall Jubilee is planned for October 25, so start gearing up for another big day in Rogersville.  Any ideas or suggestions for Fall Jubilee will be appreciated.

 

Seems like all we do in the Tourism area is work, work, and work.  Hopefully what we do is causing the cash registers in town to ring, ring, ring.

Youth & Adult Leadership

Chairpersons:  Cathy Cagle/Martha Garrett

Members:  Teresa Garner, Brenda Cagle, Martha Garrett, Anita McKee, Betty Maloney, Anita Roberson 

Committee news:  
No meeting this month. 
Visitor and Information Center:  Thanks to all our volunteers.  Please call Martha Garrett if you or someone you know would be interested in becoming a volunteer.  We need more help!!

Chamber Businessperson of the Month for June:  A to Z Auto Repair 
Local Events: 

August 2nd  – 1st Saturday Event – VFD Fish and Chicken Fry

August 21-23    - Fishing Tournament

September 6th – 1st Saturday Event will feature “The Midnighters” band from 7 to 9 p.m.

THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN 

EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.

Editor:  Cathy Cagle (256-247-0173)
ccagl@aol.com
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