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OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES
_________________________________________________________________________________
The next Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce meeting will be at the Masonic Lodge at 8 a.m.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Letter from the President: 

Fishing Tournaments are a real boom to our local economy.  Fishermen/women bring their spouses to shop.  They fill local hotels – eat in local restaurants – buy local gas and supplies – plus they see our beautiful area lakes and tell others and maybe come back for another visit.  Listed below in the schedule of events are the two upcoming Team Trails Fishing Tournaments.  Barry Bedingfield of Elk River Tackle and Deli has worked hard to bring these tournaments to our town.  Please make the participants welcome to our town.

We have exciting things happening in Rogersville

1. Congratulations to Tim Haney – Joe Wheeler State Park has just landed another big one! A BFL Tournament next May 2, 2009.  This tournament will have from 175 to 200 fishermen participating.  Another big boom to the local economy!  Tim said this is the Amateur division of the FLW.  Great Work TIM!

2. The Grant submitted by Mazzie Leggett, Sandra Ferguson and Sandra Garner WON TOP 5 PLACEMENT in the Alabama Mountain Lakes Tourism Grant Competition.  They submitted a project called:  Christmas Walk 2009 – this event will be the Friday after Thanksgiving (November 28, 2008), from 5-9 p.m.  Heritage Park will be decorated with a new feature of a lighted archway heralded by angels at the entrance.  Participating merchants will stay open late for shoppers strolling while listening to seasonal music, viewing locals dressed in period costume, and getting in the Christmas spirit and enjoying refreshments and the festive atmosphere.  Their proposal featured great pictures of local stores and features.  Final voting will be September 25, at the Annual Meeting of AMLA.  If you or your business is a member, please plan to attend this meeting to vote and support our local entry.  The winner will receive $1,500 to fund their project.
3. The date for the Little Red School House 5K Run will be March 7, 2009.  Proceeds from this event will help to fund the Little Red School House work to provide school supplies and cover expenses for children in need.  Teachers, who are in touch with the children’s individual situations, generate the requests for assistance.   Get on board and help with this event please.

Plans are underway for a great Fall Jubilee.  Contact Gayle Littrell if you would like to work on a committee for this fun event.  Please decorate your business and let’s support the town in decorating to make our community look festive for Fall harvest time.
	ROGERSVILLE, AL EVENTS
	DATE
	COMMENT

	Team Trails Fishing Tournament
	August 22, 23, 2008
	Joe Wheeler State Park, Rogersville, AL

	First Saturday Rogersville
	6-Sep-08
	Barry Kay 5-7 Café Savanna; followed by the Midnighters (Motown and Muscle Shoals Sound Music) - 7-9 p.m. - Heritage Park 

	Team Trails National Fishing Tournament
	September 18-20, 2008
	Joe Wheeler State Park

	Music at the Park - Joe Wheeler State Park
	20-Sep-08
	Kevin Denney and Marlowe

	Fall Jubilee
	25-Oct-08
	Chili-Cookoff, Car Show, Music, Crafts, Pet Parade, Kid's Costume Contest, Pumpkins at Farmers’ Marketplace

	Retail Open House
	1-Nov-08
	Participating merchants Christmas Open House

	Christmas Walk
	28-Nov-08
	The Day After Thanksgiving - New Christmas Decorations in the Park, Merchants open late - 5-9, Period Costume - Festive Atmosphere

	Old Fashioned Christmas Celebration
	6-Dec-08
	Carriage Rides / Yule Log Ceremony / Santa in Heritage Park

	Christmas Parade - Rogersville and Parade of Lights - Joe Wheeler State Park
	13-Dec-08
	 


Committee News:   

Beautification Committee
Chairpersons: Shirley Chandler/Anita Roberson

Members:  Doris Cosby, Cathy Cagle, Ronnie Littrell, Ann Putman

Committee news:  We will be calling a meeting soon to plan for the fall flowers in the pots downtown.  Anyone who would like to join our committee is welcome to do so..
Budget Committee


Chairperson:  Bama Clines


Members:  Jennifer Hallmark, Gayle Littrell, Frank Patterson, Willie Kelley

Committee news: No meeting this month.
Business Development Committee
Chairperson:. Frank Patterson
Members:  Jim Landers, Ray Eady, David Myers, David O’Connell, Morris Lentz

Committee news:  A new restaurant is opening soon on Lee Street.  It is located in the old barber shop.  We are continuing to support the new water plant which will open soon.
Publicity Committee
Chairperson:  Susan Patterson

Members:  Cathy Cagle, Gayle Littrell, Richard Herston, Betty Maloney, Martha Garrett, Sandra Belue, Susan Patterson, Barry Bedingfield, Anita McKee, Mary Wallace, Willie Kelley 
Committee news:  
The next upcoming event is the September 6 Flip Flop Hop.  The Midnighters are a very cool group – they do a mix of rock/Motown/Muscle Shoals Sound – very DANCEABLE!  Invite your friends, bring yard chairs and enjoy a fun night, from 7-9 p.m. at Heritage Park.  Before that….

            5-7 p.m. Barry Kay – Café Savanna

            Before that… Flip Flop Decorating Contest – (Across the street from Holland Realty) – enter your decorated flip flops to win some great prizes.

            Before that…. The LCHS 5th and 6th graders are preparing Flip Flop Art to use as marketing materials for the event – with winners (1, 2, and 3) in each class.  

And…. Artistic Creations has T-shirts available – order yours now ($10 / order before August 24) and you can be marketing material too!  Just e-mail villageinteriors@earthlink with your size, name and phone # or call 762-4762 and leave the information.

Wear flip flops to the Flip-Flop Hop and win a Flip-Flop Hop Buck (to be used at participating merchants who display a flip flop buck on their door).  If you would like to participate, let a member of the Publicity Committee know and we will get a Flip-Flop for your door.  One Flip-Flop Hop Buck per customer.  Also, present your Flip-Flop Hop Buck at Café Savanna for a frozen drink sample!  

Southern Family Magazine will print a Rogersville advertising section, accompanied by a feature article in the Sept/Oct and also the Nov/Dec issues.  This magazine has distribution points similar to Shoals Woman, but reaches different counties and cities (i.e. Moulton, Hartselle, Cullman, Madison, Huntsville, Athens).  We want people to visit Rogersville – For the Fun of It!

The Publicity Committee supports the efforts of Sandra Ferguson, Mazzie Leggett and Sandra Garner, whose entry has landed in the TOP 5 – AMLA Tourism Grant Program.  They will give their presentation to the AMLA Annual Meeting in Guntersville.  YOU GO GIRLS!  The winning entry will receive $1,500 for a tourism related project – their project is “Rogersville Christmas Walk”.  

A Welcome Banner has been printed for use near the Joe Wheeler State Park entrance to welcome groups to town.  It will first be used for the Team Trails Fishing Tournaments in August and September.

 And remember… you are the best publicity – please promote Rogersville wherever you go and let people know that you want them to visit.  (If they try it, they might like it.)  THANKS

Retail Development


Chairperson:  Sandra Belue


Members:  Sandra Ferguson, Maize Leggett, Robbie Knight, Bama Clines, Michelle Patterson, Susan Patterson, Barbara Clines, Peggy Vickers, Dianne Bolton, Donna Burney

Committee news:  
The committee met on Monday, August 4th.  We discussed the 2009 budget for 1st Saturdays.  Sandra has sent the request to the treasurer of the chamber for $7500 for entertainment and $3000 for publicity to be considered for the 2009 budget.  We also discussed names of entertainers who might be within our reach, and that we would love to have next year for our 1st Saturdays.  We will be filling April, May, August, and September for this next year.  June will be Heritage Days and July will be cancelled due to the 4th being on Saturday.  Since we’ll have the Bluegrass kickoff on the 16th in 2009, it was decided that we would cancel our 1st Saturdays that month.  The names we have discussed are George Jones, The Hackers, Marty Rayburn, Percy Sledge, Rudy MacaBe, and Cosmic Momma.  Sandra has sent Morris Lentz a list of these names and asked for his help in contacting them and finding out the cost.  Hopefully, we can get these set up early enough to get publicity and to get a calendar of events in different publications for our 2009 year.  Susan Patterson spoke about our September 6th 1st Saturday event.  We have Barry Kay on board to perform between 5 and 7 p.m., and then the Midnighters from 7 to 9 p.m.  We discussed doing tee shirts for us to help advertise this event.  The Flip Flop Hop will be our event name, and we all need to get on the band wagon to promote this September event.  Any more ideas anyone has to help promote this September event would be appreciated.  Just send Sandra your ideas.  Keep up all your hard work!  I think it’s going to be a wonderful fall and Christmas season.
Tourism


Chairperson:  Gayle Littrell

Members:  Anita Roberson, Doris Cosby, Shirley Chandler, Bama Clines, Betty Maloney, Morris Lentz, Beverly Murrey, Barry Bedingfield, Johnny and Sue Henry
August brings the Team Trails Bass Tournament at Joe Wheeler, with a larger tournament to follow in September.  Fall Jubilee is planned for October 25, so start gearing up for another big day in Rogersville.  Any ideas or suggestions for Fall Jubilee will be appreciated.
Plans are underway for the Fall Jubilee on October 25th.  If you can help with this event, please let Gayle know.
 

Youth & Adult Leadership

Chairpersons:  Cathy Cagle/Martha Garrett

Members:  Teresa Garner, Brenda Cagle, Martha Garrett, Anita McKee, Betty Maloney, Anita Roberson 

Committee news:  
No meeting this month. 
Visitor and Information Center:  Thanks to all our volunteers.  Please call Martha Garrett if you or someone you know would be interested in becoming a volunteer.  We need more help!!

Chamber Businessperson of the Month for June:  A to Z Auto Repair 
Local Events: 

August 2nd  – 1st Saturday Event – VFD Fish and Chicken Fry

August 21-23    - Fishing Tournament

September 6th – 1st Saturday Event will feature “The Midnighters” band from 7 to 9 p.m.

THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN 

EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.

Editor:  Cathy Cagle (256-247-0173)
ccagl@aol.com
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