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OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES
_________________________________________________________________________________
The next Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce meeting will be at the Masonic Lodge at 8 a.m. on November 7, 2008
_________________________________________________________________________________
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT:

Fall colors are showing up in Rogersville!  The town looks great.  Thanks to the members of the Beautification Committee who have done such a wonderful job with the harvest decorations.  And thanks to the merchants and shops have followed suite to make a big show…all leading up to the next Big Event – the Fall Jubilee.  This year’s event promises to be a lot of fun with a great line-up of musicians, parades and fun for all.

Let us continue to focus on what we can do to promote our town and to grow our business climate.  Show your support to area restaurants, businesses, merchants and town government and service providers.  In tough economic times, we especially need to let them know that every attempt is being made to support the local economy and that they are appreciated.  

We have much to be thankful for; and, as we move further into the last quarter of 2008 we truly do have much to celebrate.  Let’s focus on what we can accomplish as a group, not just in the business climate.  As we are made aware of those less fortunate, we can join forces to make a difference.  Let’s work together to accomplish some great things.

Best regards,

Frank Patterson
Committee News:   

Beautification Committee
Chairpersons: Shirley Chandler/Anita Roberson

Members:  Doris Cosby, Cathy Cagle, Ronnie Littrell, Ann Putman

Committee news:   Thanks to all who participated in the decoration of our downtown area.  Anyone who would like to join our committee is welcome to do so..
Budget Committee


Chairperson:  Bama Clines


Members:  Jennifer Hallmark, Gayle Littrell, Frank Patterson, Willie Kelley

Committee news: No meeting this month.
Business Development Committee
Chairperson:. Frank Patterson
Members:  Jim Landers, Ray Eady, David Myers, David O’Connell, Morris Lentz

Committee news:  A new restaurant is opening soon on Lee Street.  It is located in the old barber shop.  We are continuing to support the new water plant which will open soon.
Publicity Committee
Chairperson:  Susan Patterson

Members:  Cathy Cagle, Gayle Littrell, Richard Herston, Betty Maloney, Martha Garrett, Sandra Belue, Susan Patterson, Barry Bedingfield, Anita McKee, Mary Wallace, Willie Kelley 
Committee news:  
Don’t forget our FALL JUBILEE  - SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2008

CHILI COOK-OFF GETS HOTTER!

· Set up and begin cooking 7:30

· Serving/Judging begins 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. (or until the chili runs out!)

The best bowl of From Scratch Chili at the October 25, Fall Jubilee Chili Cook-Off will give the winner a nice trophy – but, BEST OF ALL – Bragging Rights for the following year! 

If you are planning to throw your beans in the ring – you need to get with it and complete an entry form.  The forms are available at the Chamber office, which is open Monday – Friday 9-4.  

Chili cooks in these parts are serious about their efforts – and this year’s contest promises to offer some keen competitors.  

The cooking will begin early Saturday, with the first taste available at 11:30, and serving will continue until 1:30 p.m. (or until the chili runs out – so you better get there early).  

 Who will the judges be?  You will be the judge.  Pay $2.00 for a cup and spoon and you may sample all of the entries.  Then, after your taste-test - you vote for the winner.

Challenges are being issued and some new entries have already signed up this year.  But, it is not too late for your club or organization to have some fun and join in this community event!  For more information on becoming a sponsor or a contestant, contact the Chamber office at 247-9449.

CHILDREN’S HALLOWEEN COSTUME WALK

· Register – 11:30 a.m.

· Costume Walk 12:00 Noon

Children – get your Best/Scariest/Funniest Costumes ready for the Annual Fall Jubilee Children’s Halloween Costume Walk.  The Costume Walk registration will be on Lee Street (Across the Street from Holland Realty).  There will be a prize for each age group:

Walking -2 / 3-4 / 5-6 / and 7-8

Come early so you can participate in the KID’S TRACTOR RACE, then put on your costume and come to town for all the fun.  There will be games, and after the Costume Walk you can watch the Pet Parade as pets walk their owners through downtown, then enjoy seeing all the decorated pumpkins near the Music Entertainment Stage in Heritage Park.

PETS ON PARADE

· Register 12:30 p.m.

· Pets on Parade 1:00 p.m.

Doggies and critters  (No reptiles allowed – sorry Mr. Geico)- get ready for this year’s Pet Parade.  Bring your owner and register on Lee Street (Downtown / across from Holland Realty) for the Pet Parade which will begin following the Children’s Halloween Costume Walk.  All of you must be on a leash and after the parade – return to the entry table for the announcement of winners.  Winners will take a final walk before the crowd for pictures and interviews.  You must be on your best behavior.  No loud barking or snarling and try to potty before you come to town.  You may win the costume award for:

· Funniest

· Scariest

· Cutest

· Most Original

Schedule your grooming appointments so you will put your best paw forward.

PUMPKIN DECORATING CONTEST

· Decorated Pumpkins to Entertainment Stage – Heritage Park by 10:00 a.m.

· Judging/Prizes 11:00 a.m.

· Pick up pumpkins after 3:00

Grab the GREAT PUMPKIN that inspires you to decorate a winner in this year’s Pumpkin Decorating Contest.  Bring your decorated pumpkins to the Music Stage by 10:00 for judging.  Winners will be announced at 11:00 and you may pick your pumpkin up after 3:00 p.m. the day of the Fall Jubilee.

FOR MORE INFORMATION – CONTACT THE CHAMBER AT 247-9449.  FULL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS WILL BE IN THE 10/23/08 ELN.

CAR AND TRUCK SHOW

· Registration 9 a.m. – 12:00 noon

· Judging 12-1 p.m.

· Winners Announced 2:30 p.m.

Each year this event has grown and this year we will be filling the streets downtown with Car and Truck Show entries.  Cruise the streets and listen to the owners stories about their special vehicles.  Trophies will be awarded for Best of Show, Late Model, Production & Modified and Mayor’s Choice.  Registration begins at 9:00 a.m. – 11:30.  Automotive Vendor Booth spaces will be available - call 247-9440 or 247-0532 to reserve a space.

FARMER’S MARKET & CRAFTERS

The farmers will be presenting their FALL HARVEST at the Saturday morning Farmer’s Market.  Stop by for some Turnip Greens, Pumpkins, Corn Stalks and other bounties of the season.  This Saturday crafters will join with hand-made items so don’t miss their booths, which will be located in the parking lot just North of Hardees.

  CHILDREN’S GAMES

· Pedal Tractor Pull – Register 10:30 / Races 11:00

· 3 to 4, 5 to 6, 7 to 8, 9 to 10

· Carnival Games – Lee Street – 10 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

MUSIC IN HERITAGE PARK

· 9:45 a.m.


National Anthem – Flag Raising 

Opening Ceremonies

· 10:00 a.m.

Sweet Sue Band 

· 11:00 a.m.

Athens Dulcimer Club

· 12:00 p.m.

Country Legends

· 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
GoldRush Band
Upcoming events we will be working on:

November 1 – Participating Retail Merchants – Christmas Open House

November 28 – Christmas Walk – Merchants Open late (5-9 p.m.), Period Costume, Festive Costume – New Decorations in Heritage Park / Lighting of Town Decorations

December 6 – Old Fashioned Christmas Celebration & Yule Log Ceremony – Old Presbyterian Church / Carriage Rides / Santa in Heritage Park / Open House – Longing for Home)

December 13 -  Christmas Parade Downtown / Parade of Lights – Joe Wheeler

Retail Development


Chairperson:  Sandra Belue


Members:  Sandra Ferguson, Maize Leggett, Robbie Knight, Bama Clines, Michelle Patterson, Susan Patterson, Barbara Clines, Peggy Vickers, Dianne Bolton, Donna Burney

Committee news:  
Thanks to all who participated in the Ultimate Girls Night Out.  It was a Fantastic Success!  It was raining all day on Tuesday and I (pessimist that I am) thought we were wasting our time, but lo and behold it cleared up around 4:30 and we had a huge crowd and they were ready to shop!!!

I've heard great reviews since then.

    *On now to Fall Jubilee and we'll meet about that next Thursday the 16th at 8:30 am at Cafe Savanna.

    *We're planning to work up some kids games that we can do outside our shops and of course we'll have special sales for The October 25th Fall Jubilee.

    *On October 31 participating merchants will have their cars and trucks up at Superior Bank for their TRUNK OR TREAT. Don't know the timing on that, but Jennifer Hallmark at Superior will be in charge of that.

    *We're working also on the November 1, Open Houses Downtown, 

    *The Christmas Walk on November 28, when we'll have the lighting of Heritage Park at 5pm and shopping throughout the town,  

    *We're working on December 6 when we hope to be open for shopping and the town will have Carriage rides and maybe some Christmas Carols from the Park, 

   *December 13 will be our Christmas Parade at 1pm I believe,

    *then December 16 we're contemplating a Men’s Night Out, for the men to get those last minute shopping gift for their loved ones.  Wrapped up with a pretty bow, they'll be ready to hand over to those they want to show their love and appreciation to.

Just a sampling of what's going on with the Retail Development Group.  Join us for our monthly meetings!  We'd love your ideas and suggestions.

Tourism


Chairperson:  Gayle Littrell

Members:  Anita Roberson, Doris Cosby, Shirley Chandler, Bama Clines, Betty Maloney, Morris Lentz, Beverly Murrey, Barry Bedingfield, Johnny and Sue Henry
Plans are underway for the Fall Jubilee on October 25th.  If you can help with this event, please let Gayle know.
 

Youth & Adult Leadership

Chairpersons:  Cathy Cagle/Martha Garrett

Members:  Teresa Garner, Brenda Cagle, Martha Garrett, Anita McKee, Betty Maloney, Anita Roberson 

Committee news:   The teachers really enjoyed the Teacher Appreciation Picnic.  They send their thanks to all members.. 
Visitor and Information Center:  We are very happy to welcome Marilyn McWilliams and Janis Wells to our chamber Visitor and Information Center.  They will each work 19 ¾ hours per week.  They will be paid by NACOLG.  
Chamber Businessperson of the Month for June:  Anderson Convenience Store 
Local Events: 

October 6 – Ladies Night Out

October 13 – Teacher Appreciation Picnic
October 25 – Fall Jubilee

THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN 

EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.

Editor:  Cathy Cagle (256-247-0173)
ccagl@aol.com
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