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OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES
_________________________________________________________________________________
The next Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce meeting will be at Joe Wheeler Resort at 7:30 a.m. in the River Room
_________________________________________________________________________________
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT:

Mark your calendars for the Chamber Christmas Breakfast Meeting – next December 5, 2008 – Joe Wheeler State Park.  We will get an early start – 7:30 a.m.  – be there to enjoy the fun, food and fellowship.  This will also be our official Chamber Annual Meeting, with several important items on the agenda, in addition to great food and entertainment.  

The officers for your Chamber were elected at our last meeting.  Offer congratulations, your best wishes and most of all your help with the exciting programs planned for 2009.  Let’s brainstorm and come up with some innovative programs and exciting events for our community.  Be an involved, active participant in your Chamber next year.

We have much to be thankful for as we prepare for the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons.    Rogersville’s next BIG EVENT will be Christmas Walk 2008, the day after Thanksgiving.  Plan to hear the Community Choir at 4:30, followed by the “Lighting of the Town Decorations” at 5:00.  Enjoy shopping and visiting and seasonal “goodies” then take the children to talk with Santa in the Park from 6-8 p.m., through the new lighted archway surrounded by heralding angels.

Show your support to local businesses and take time to enjoy the holidays.  See you at the Annual Meeting and Christmas Party Friday, December 5, 7:30 a.m.!

Frankie Patterson

Committee News:   

Beautification Committee
Chairpersons: Shirley Chandler/Anita Roberson

Members:  Doris Cosby, Cathy Cagle, Ronnie Littrell, Ann Putman

Committee news:   The Beautification Award for fall decorations went to Hardees (business) and to Tom Waddell (individual).  The city has begun putting up the wreaths with Christmas lights along Lee Street and Wheeler Street.  
Budget Committee


Chairperson:  Bama Clines


Members:  Jennifer Hallmark, Gayle Littrell, Frank Patterson, Willie Kelley

Committee news: No meeting this month.
Business Development Committee
Chairperson:. Frank Patterson
Members:  Jim Landers, Ray Eady, David Myers, David O’Connell, Morris Lentz

Committee news:  No meeting this month.
Publicity Committee
Chairperson:  Susan Patterson

Members:  Cathy Cagle, Gayle Littrell, Richard Herston, Betty Maloney, Martha Garrett, Sandra Belue, Susan Patterson, Barry Bedingfield, Anita McKee, Mary Wallace, Willie Kelley 
Committee news:  
Publicity & Advertising / Chamber Participation and Work / Special Events / Tourism / Promotions / Industry Recruitment - Is it working?  Are we working to build something worthwhile?  Sure we are and we all have something to be proud of.  If you haven’t heard – Rogersville is the topic of conversation for many – “What are those guys doing up there?”    

Barbara Clines pointed made a very important observation during the Nov. 13 Retail Committee Meeting.  She noted that a whole new generation is experiencing the fun of living in Rogersville.  The events planned and shopping and dining experiences Rogersville has to offer now give a great sense of community pride.  We need to build on the past and continue to create new fun and exciting events and experiences so that this new generation will love to stay in town.  Also, the merchants noted the need to record exciting and promising complimentary comments from visitors new and returning about what a great place Rogersville is to visit.  We can use these comments in advertising and promoting our area.

 The Publicity Committee is working to get the news out – Rogersville is a fun place to visit and an even more fun place to live!   Christmas Walk 2008 is the next event we will be working with to “get the word out”!  This event can be the start of a new tradition in Rogersville for generations to come.  Information about Christmas Walk 2008 will be featured in several key radio spots as well as newspaper articles targeted to bring visitors to town to enjoy the upcoming events and to shop, eat, golf, visit and stay in our town.  The following information was forwarded to the East Lauderdale News for an article on the event:

Christmas Walk 2008 – November 28

Have you been hearing that Rogersville is having a Christmas Walk this year?  What is a Christmas Walk?  Perhaps a look at some of the activities planned with give you a hint of the fun planned for the evening of the day after Thanksgiving:

4:30 – The Community Chorus will lead off the night with a medley of Christmas music in Heritage Park, sure to set the tone for a fun-filled holiday night.

5:00 – City Officials will gather at Heritage Park to “Light the Town”.  The shop and town street decorations will be dark until the Mayor signals for the lights to be turned on.  

The new lights for the park, featuring a lighted archway along the sidewalk surrounded by beautiful 8 ft. tall angels will create a festive atmosphere as children line up to talk to Santa in the Pavilion.

5:00- 7:00 p.m. – Santa in the Park – Children - have that special gift in mind before you talk to Santa in the Heritage Park Pavilion.   And…. Be ready for that annual question – have you been good this year?  

5:00 – 9:00 p.m. – Participating merchants and restaurants will be open late.  Browse the stores and register for prizes in each store.  All entries will be eligible for the Grand Prize of a One-Night-Stay at Longing for Home Bed & Breakfast among other great prizes.   Hear the Christmas Story and remember days of old in our historic town as you begin to celebrate this Season of Joy.  Enjoy the sounds of the season wafting through the air as you stroll downtown and enjoy cider and goodies as you visit with friends.  

This evening should be a great start to a wonderful celebration of the season in Rogersville, Alabama.  Be sure to join in the fun, and Begin a New Tradition - with Christmas Walk 2008! 

 Retail Development


Chairperson:  Sandra Belue


Members:  Sandra Ferguson, Maize Leggett, Robbie Knight, Bama Clines, Michelle Patterson, Susan Patterson, Barbara Clines, Peggy Vickers, Dianne Bolton, Donna Burney

Committee news:  
Retail Development met Thursday November 13 at Cafe Savanna.  We worked on plans for the Christmas Walk and the Old Fashioned Christmas.

Our Christmas theme this year is "Twas the Night Before Christmas” and as such we discussed ideas for different decorations in the shops and the downtown area, along with ideas for floats for the parade.

*The Christmas Walk will begin with the Community Choir singing at 4:30 till 5pm.

*At 5pm the lights in the shops and in the parks and streets will be turned on for the Christmas Season.  The mayor will welcome visitors and turn the lights on in the park.

*Santa will be in the Park from 5pm-7pm

* Participating Shops will be open with special sales and door prizes until 9pm.

* Longing for Home will give a nights' stay in their new Bed and Breakfast as a  grand prize door prize drawing. Sugar Creek Will give a Spa Basket. 

Other prizes will be announced at a later date.

* Civic organizations are invited to set up things such as cotton candy, a chestnut or cashew stand, popcorn.....

*Cafe Savanna will set up a Cider area

Those are just some of the plans we've made for the Christmas Walk.

    Get in touch by email  sansebelue@bellsouth.net or call 247-3618 with ideas, suggestions, or offers of help! 

Tourism


Chairperson:  Gayle Littrell

Members:  Anita Roberson, Doris Cosby, Shirley Chandler, Bama Clines, Betty Maloney, Morris Lentz, Beverly Murrey, Barry Bedingfield, Johnny and Sue Henry
 

Youth & Adult Leadership

Chairpersons:  Cathy Cagle/Martha Garrett

Members:  Teresa Garner, Brenda Cagle, Martha Garrett, Anita McKee, Betty Maloney, Anita Roberson 

Committee news:   No meeting this month.
Visitor and Information Center:  The visitor’s center is really a busy place since Marilyn and Janis joined the team.  If you haven’t been by recently, please come in and see the changes they have made.
Chamber Businessperson of the Month for June:  Lakes Online 
Local Events: 

November 28 – Christmas Walk
December 5 – Annual Meeting of the Chamber at Joe Wheeler

December 6 – Old Fashioned Christmas Celebration – Carriage Rides/Yule Log, etc.
December 13 – Christmas Parade (11: a.m.) – Downtown

December 16 – Ultimate Men’s Night Out – Stores open 5-8 p.m.

THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN 

EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.

Editor:  Cathy Cagle (256-247-0173)
ccagl@aol.com
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