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OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES
_________________________________________________________________________________
The next Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce meeting will be at 
_________________________________________________________________________________
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT:

Thank you to everyone for a good year.  Our Chamber had many highlights this year and achieved great things with volunteers working together.  It seems that each month we had one or more major event or activity.  It was a full year with much achieved.  

“When the going gets tough, the tough get going.”  This phrase seems fitting as we review our past year and even more as we look to 2009.  Plan to make a major contribution of your ideas, time and efforts as we move to the next level of awareness of Rogersville as an energetic working business and retail community, supporting a large area of diverse residents. 
2009 is the Alabama Year of History – we will celebrate our past while building for the future.  We will look forward to 2010’s Alabama Year of Small Towns and Downtowns.

Good luck to next year’s slate of officers and give them your full support.
Committee News:   

Beautification Committee
Chairpersons: Shirley Chandler/Anita Roberson

Members:  Doris Cosby, Cathy Cagle, Ronnie Littrell, Ann Putman

Committee news:   We will be awarding the 
Budget Committee


Chairperson:  Bama Clines


Members:  Jennifer Hallmark, Gayle Littrell, Frank Patterson, Willie Kelley

Committee news: No meeting this month.
Business Development Committee
Chairperson:. Frank Patterson
Members:  Jim Landers, Ray Eady, David Myers, David O’Connell, Morris Lentz

Committee news:  No meeting this month.
Publicity Committee
Chairperson:  Susan Patterson

Members:  Cathy Cagle, Gayle Littrell, Richard Herston, Betty Maloney, Martha Garrett, Sandra Belue, Susan Patterson, Barry Bedingfield, Anita McKee, Mary Wallace, Willie Kelley 
Committee news:  
The Publicity Committee has met many challenges during 2008.  2009 should be an exciting year, full of events and activities.  Your new ideas and input are welcome and needed.  But, most of all, your action to become a part of this committee is requested.  Please consider joining the Publicity team as plans begin for the 2009 activities.  People in our region are realizing that Rogersville is a city with high hopes and many plans.  We are considering a new “catch-phrase” for 2009 – 
IT DOES MATTER!  Think how you can make a difference for our community and put that idea into a plan for action.
 Retail Development


Chairperson:  Sandra Belue


Members:  Sandra Ferguson, Maize Leggett, Robbie Knight, Bama Clines, Michelle Patterson, Susan Patterson, Barbara Clines, Peggy Vickers, Dianne Bolton, Donna Burney

Committee news:  
 Events still to come 

*Mens' Night Out is December 16, next Tuesday night  5-8

I talked with Jennifer Hallmark and she said she definitely had Alabama Watersports coming and they were planning to set up on the street.......I think that's wonderful. And Robert from The Army/Navy Surplus store is setting up with his wares.

    *The LCHS Elementary School is having a Sing-a-long on December 17th at Heritage Park, 12-1pm...The merchants are doing cookies and hot chocolate.  If you'd like to help please bring cookies to Cafe Savanna and if you can help to serve please come up to the park and volunteer your services

    * If you have decorated at Joe Wheeler for Christmas, please go down and pick up your decorations on Monday January 5th 

 

New Business

  It was decided that I (Sandra Belue) would be the chairman of the Retail Committee again this year.

Since we don't handle finances except through the Chamber Budget, we didn't elect a treasurer. Since I send emails of the meetings to our members it was decided that we didn't need a secretary at this time.  Susan Patterson will be our link to the Chamber Board, and Barbara Clines will be involved with the publicity committee.

We discussed the upcoming year's events.

It was decided that we'd approach the Rogersville Chamber Board about getting the Fall Festival changed to the First Saturday of October.

    We spoke about our concerns that we've spaced things out too much in December and that maybe we've tried to do too much. 

    *This next year we'd really like to have November 7, as our Retail Open House from 10a.m. til 8 p.m.
    *Then on December 5th we'd like to combine Rogersville Christmas Walk with the Parade at 4 p.m. with Santa in the Park immediately thereafter; then Santa at the Yulelog Ceremony at 6 p.m.
Carriage Rides from 5-8 p.m.
Yulelog Ceremony 6 p.m.
    We discussed this and were all of one accord.  Susan will bring this before the Rogersville Chamber of Commerce Board for approval.

Tourism


Chairperson:  Gayle Littrell

Members:  Anita Roberson, Doris Cosby, Shirley Chandler, Bama Clines, Betty Maloney, Morris Lentz, Beverly Murrey, Barry Bedingfield, Johnny and Sue Henry
Committee News:  No meeting this month.
 

Youth & Adult Leadership

Chairpersons:  Cathy Cagle/Martha Garrett

Members:  Teresa Garner, Brenda Cagle, Martha Garrett, Anita McKee, Betty Maloney, Anita Roberson 

Committee News:   No meeting this month.
Visitor and Information Center:  If you haven’t been by the chamber office recently, please come in and see the changes we’ve made.
2009 Officers:

President – Gayle Littrell


Vice President – Barry Bedingfield


Secretary – Jennifer Hallmark


Treasurer – Morris Lentz
Local Events: 

December 16 – Ultimate Men’s Night Out – Stores open 5-8 p.m.

THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN 

EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.

Editor:  Cathy Cagle (256-247-0173)
ccagl@aol.com
PAGE  
2

