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OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES
_________________________________________________________________________________
The next Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce meeting will be April 3, at the Masonic Lodge at 8 a.m.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Committee News:   

Beautification Committee
Chairpersons: Martha Cook
Members:  Cathy Cagle, Anita Roberson, Shirley Chandler, Ann Putman, Heike Judy, Gayle Littrell 
Committee news:   The beautification committee planted the knock-out roses and trees at the Rogersville Recreation Park last week.  They also planted knock-out roses at the two signs welcoming visitors to Rogersville and pruned the crepe myrtles at those two sites.  The committee also began transplanting the shrubs which were next to the chamber office to the Heritage Park.  These had to be moved since the town hall will be built next to the chamber office.
Budget Committee


Chairperson:  Larry Skipworth

Members:  Jennifer Hallmark, Gayle Littrell, Morris Lentz, Zack Richardson
Committee news: No meeting this month.
Business Development Committee
Chairperson:. Frank Patterson
Members:  Jerry Carroll, Danny Cook, Jarvis Brewer, Lynn Greer, Larry Skipworth, Gayle Littrell
Committee news:  

Congratulations Rogersville – Rogersville Industrial Park has received the AdvantageSite designation.  The following information is from an article in the “Developing Alabama” Feb/Mar 2009 issue:
ALABAMA

A Better Place To Build A Better World
Rogersville Industrial Park Designated as Advantage Site

The Rogersville Industrial Park has been named an Alabama AdvantageSite. Town leaders are hoping the recognition will attract more industry and jobs to the area.  Representatives from the Alabama Development Office, the Economic Development Partnership of Alabama, and the North Alabama Industrial Development Association presented a plaque to the Town of Rogersville and the Rogersville

Industrial Development Board earlier this month. Nearly 80 acres of wide, open land is ready for the taking. With the recent AdvantageSite status, prospective companies interested in the Rogersville Industrial Park can access more information at a much faster pace. “It does take a great deal of time to do some of the studies that Rogersville has already done on this site in preparing and getting it ready for industry,” explains Alabama AdvantageSite Program Coordinator Tammy Radmard. Companies are facing shorter and shorter deadlines when it comes to the site selection process. That is why the AdvantageSite program requires a community to provide specific documentation about ownership, environmental conditions, zoning, accessibility, and infrastructure status.  Radmard said she believes when a community meets these requirements, it sends out a strong message to companies. “It shows that this community understands the importance of due diligence, by being ready when a project comes, able to provide information on the site and respond quickly,” says Radmard.  Jarvis Brewer is the chairman of the Rogersville Industrial Development Board. Brewer says the process of becoming an AdvantageSite started years ago. Now that it’s official, he thinks the town is in a very good position to capitalize.  “With our information out there where companies can see where we are, close to the interstate, everything in place, land is reasonable, I think we’re in a good position,” says Brewer.

Bottle Water For Life Corp.

President Tom Mathis, Bottle Water For Life Corporation, announced that the BWFL facility in the Rogersville Industrial Park should start activity in the month of April.  

The company has agreed to sponsor the Little Red Schoolhouse 5K Run (April 18, 2009) by contributing one full pallet of water printed with the run logo information.  This generous contribution will be a great asset to the event.  
Hospitality Committee


Chairperson:  Ann Putman


Members:  Sue Henry, Johnny Henry, Cecil Hudson, Lily Hudson, Frank Patterson

Committee News:  No meeting this month
Membership Committee


Chairperson:  Barry Bedingfield


Members:  Bob Blanks, Martha Garrett, Gayle Littrell

Committee News:  The committee is working hard to collect dues from members.
Nominations Committee


Chairperson:  Willie Kelley


Members:  Barry Bedingfield, Sandra Ferguson, Barbara Clines, David O’Connell, Danny Cook, Gayle Littrell

Committee News:  No meeting this month.

Publicity Committee
Chairperson:  Barbara Clines
Members:  Cathy Cagle, Gayle Littrell, Richard Herston, Betty Maloney, Martha Garrett, Sandra Belue, Susan Patterson, Barry Bedingfield, Anita McKee, Mary Wallace, Willie Kelley, Anita Roberson
Committee news:  The publicity committee report:

 

Channel 48 came on the 18th and shot the commercial footage to be aired in April. We will be receiving a copy of the entire uncut film for our use. The actual commercial will be 30 seconds. Thanks to everyone that came into town to participate.  The Little Red Schoolhouse project is underway and the event will take place 18 April.  We have several ad campaigns ongoing, please give feedback as you see these ads.

Retail Development


Chairperson:  Sandra Belue and Bill Maloney

Members:  Sandra Ferguson, Maize Leggett, Robbie Knight, Bama Clines, Michelle Patterson, Susan Patterson, Barbara Clines, Peggy Vickers, Dianne Bolton, Donna Burney

Committee news:  

The committee is working on 1st Saturday events for this spring, summer, and fall.

Tourism


Chairperson:  Gayle Littrell

Members:  Tim Haney, Richard Thrasher, Terry Beebe, Leta Bishop
Committee News:  

The Bluegrass Committee met on March 16 to begin making plans for the festival.  They discussed various concerns about the campgrounds, etc.  Ronnie Littrell made a motion to charge $8 for Friday’s entertainment and $10 for Saturday’s, Frank Patterson seconded, and all approved.  Gayle had a list of the committees:  Gate, Chamber Booth, Campgrounds, Arts & Crafts, Food & Drink, Parking and Safety, Facilities & Grounds.  She asked for volunteers for each of these committees.  Gayle asked that the committees meet and have things together for the next meeting.  She will ask at the membership meeting for additional volunteers.  The next meeting of the Bluegrass Committee will be April 20th.  
 

Youth & Adult Leadership

Chairpersons:  Cathy Cagle/Martha Garrett

Members:  Brenda Cagle, Martha Garrett, Anita McKee, Betty Maloney, Anita Roberson 

Committee News:   The committee will be working with the elementary school to promote the Little Red School House 5-k run.  The 4th grade will have a poster contest.
Visitor and Information Center:  If you haven’t been by the chamber office recently, please come in and see the changes we’ve made.  Marilyn McWilliams has been hired to work 25 hours per week for the chamber.  She has also been chosen to take Morris Lentz’s place until he can return.
2009 Officers:

President – Gayle Littrell


Vice President – Barry Bedingfield


Secretary – Jennifer Hallmark


Treasurer – Morris Lentz
THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN 

EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.
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